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OVERVIEW 
 
The Nature of the Problem 
 
Woodstock, a small strategic town with a diverse community, has huge demands for 
parking placed upon its central area from multiple sources, including:  
• Residents 
• Businesses, (including employees) 
• Visitors  
• Blenheim Palace and its copious commercial events 
• Outlying villages (Wootton, Stonesfield, Bladon, Long Hanborough) 
• An inadequate Town Car Park (Hensington) 
• Coaches 
• Heavy transport vehicles 
• Buses. 
 
The result is an oversupply of demand for parking over provision, plus a congestion of 
traffic within the Town Centre, defined for the purpose of this report as extending from 
Cockpit Close to Harrisons Lane and Hensington Car Park to the Town Gate.  These 
pressures will only increase with the proposals for further housing development.  Early 
forward thinking, planning and provision of a significantly improved infrastructure 
are essential in ensuring a thriving future for all stakeholders. 
 
Heart of Woodstock (HOW)  
 
HOW came into being in May 2018 as a direct result of the unannounced imposition of 
parking enforcement which was introduced without consultation with, or consideration of, 
those most directly affected.  HOW currently has over 230 supporters. These include both 
businesses and residents.   
 
 
Inputs to this report 
 
Over the last three months HOW has undertaken three surveys (all after the imposition of 
enforcement) in an attempt to inject some information into a hitherto largely opinion-led 
discussion at all levels: 
• The number of residential dwellings in the Town Centre with parking provision as 

against the provision of car parking available  
• Local business survey of 59 of approximately 83 (70%) businesses in the Town 

Centre (Appendix A)  
• Hensington Car Park and Union Street usage (Appendix B). 
 
HOW has included some photographs of the Town Centre that both bring some of the 
issues to life and dispel some myths and some additional observations. 
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Proposed solutions 
 
This report then uses these inputs to propose solutions, divided into those that should be 
implemented immediately and those for consideration by the upcoming strategic review to 
ensure a thriving Town Centre, designed to accommodate future and current needs. 
 
Note: In the collaborative spirit of moving forward HOW and this report have not dwelt on 
the history of parking in Woodstock or the roles of the various organisations involved. 
 

SURVEY SUMMARY 
 
See Appendices for details 
 
Residential dwellings and available parking in Town Centre  
 
(Estimated error margin of 5%) 
• 240 total number of dwellings (houses and apartments) - of which 115 (48%) have no 

in-curtilage parking 
• ~420 total spaces (excluding in-curtilage parking): 340 enforceable on-street spaces 

(81% excluding Disabled spaces) and approximately 80 unmarked and currently 
unenforceable car parking spaces available (19% excluding Disabled spaces)  

 
Local businesses 
 
59 businesses were included.  A significant proportion identified that they were not 
members of Wake Up to Woodstock (WUTW). Businesses include hotels, pubs and 
restaurants, and the retail and service sectors. 
 
The hotels have a total of 137 rooms but a total of only 63 (46%) private parking spaces. 
 
Businesses employ approximately 453 staff (254 full-time and 199 part-time), most of 
whom travel by car and for whom Hensington car park is the single most preferred parking 
location. 
 
The overwhelming majority of comments expressed a negative view of current 
enforcement. Most businesses noted no difference in trading as a result of the 
enforcement (51%), but approximately 18% noted a decline. (The reason often attributed 
to this was the current over-supply of enforceable one-hour parking bays (72), coupled 
with an under-supply of alternative parking provision.  
 
The main beneficiaries of the one-hour parking bays are the Post Office, Co-op, 
Woodstock Coffee Shop and Pharmacy – services often used by those from outlying 
villages. 
 
The consensus is that the worst time for customers to park is between 9am and 2pm, with 
a secondary extension to 5pm. The views of residents corroborate this. From observations 
made by hoteliers, bed and breakfast establishments and restaurants their late afternoon 
and evening arrivals coupled with residents returning home combine to cause 
considerable competition for the limited spaces in the Town Centre as defined. 
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Current use of Hensington Car Park (HCP) and Union Street  
 
There are 104 spaces in Hensington Car Park (101 plus 3 disabled spaces). There are 
also approximately 21 unmarked and unenforced spaces available in Union Street.  
 
Since enforcement HCP is usually full by 09.30am at the latest. The main occupants 
are neither residents nor commuters. 
 
At 6am (over three days) the average number of vehicles parked in Union Street was 19 
(almost all available spaces). The equivalent figure for Hensington Car Park was 23 
(including 2-6 commercial vans and campers). Approximately 40 vehicles park overnight.   
 
There is very limited evidence of Oxford / other commuters using HCP (only about 6% of 
respondents, of whom 2% are cyclists).  
 
91% of HCP users were either employees of Woodstock businesses (40%), visiting for  
Leisure (33%) or shopping (9%) or health reasons (9%).   
 
See detailed findings at Appendix C. 

OTHER OBSERVATIONS 
 
Coaches 
 
The increasing volume of coaches into Woodstock appears to be visitors and tourists to 
the Blenheim Estate, The Bear Hotel and the Chef Imperial Chinese Restaurant.  In the 
latter case, Woodstock now appears to be the stop-off destination for the Chinese 
Restaurant at peak lunch-time periods every day of the week.  These coaches divert to 
Woodstock but are destined for Bicester Village.  For the most part the coaches remain 
parked within the Town Centre, sometimes as many as five at a time.  In some cases they 
park in the enforceable one-hour parking bays, many of which are empty because of the 
current over-supply of these spaces. In other cases coaches are illegally parked or double 
parked.  In the case of The Bear Hotel, coaches are often illegally parked in Market Place.  
The other regular parking spot for coaches seems to be in Oxford Street on both sides of 
the road, occupying the bays allocated to the regular bus service.  This regularly leads to 
buses being unable to access the designated stops, with the result that traffic is held up as 
customers board the bus in the middle of the road. There are frequent altercations 
between coach drivers and bus drivers and accidents have occurred.  In addition, local 
traders consider that the parking of coaches in front of their shop windows, thereby 
blocking visibility, has a negative effect on trade.  During the winter engines are left on to 
maintain heat in the coaches, and in the summer to keep them cool.  The result is the 
same with diesel fumes filling shop interiors and the clearly associated health risks. 
 
Heavy Goods Vehicles 
 
There has been a substantial increase in the numbers of heavy goods vehicles and 
coaches passing through the Centre of Woodstock and accessing the Blenheim Estate 
through Town Gate, and both the numbers and size of these vehicles in total are 
considered totally inappropriate for our small Town Centre. Here again the volume of this 
traffic increases the pollution within the town and compounds the difficulties in terms of 
parking and increases the queues of traffic.  
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Buses 
 
Both the 500 and the 233 buses use the Town Centre around The Town Hall, in Market 
Place, as a turning circle. Of necessity their progress through parked cars is slow 
contributing to congestion of traffic, vehicle pollution and a reduction of traffic flow. Where 
coaches are also illegally parked or where trade vehicles have to unload their goods to 
adjacent businesses, it is often impossible for buses to get through the Town Centre with 
inevitable consequences of traffic build up and parking blockages. 
 
Blenheim Palace 
 
Blenheim is a World Heritage Site attracting many thousands of visitors throughout the 
year. Visitor numbers peak at weekends and over school holidays. Hotels and pubs benefit 
to a certain extent from these visitors but for the most part, the main beneficiary of this 
tourist influx is Blenheim alone. The continuing increase in commercial events (which it is 
appreciated is necessary for the maintenance of the Estate and Palace), nevertheless 
negatively affects the quality of life for people who live and work in the Town Centre.  
Residents and businesses fight for parking provision over these peak periods. They are 
also faced with lengthy queues of traffic extending from Town Gate, sometimes as far back 
as Oxford Street and beyond. The traffic queues make it extremely difficult to access any 
parking space available, as well as emitting large quantities of vehicle fumes on a regular 
basis for residents in Park Street, High Street, Market Place and Market Street in 
particular. It is likely that these vehicle emissions breach Public Health regulations which 
the Local Authorities have a Statutory responsibility to ensure are adhered to. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TOWN CENTRE AND ENVIRONS 
 
Blenheim Town Gate 
 
Heavy goods vehicles accessing Blenheim Estate through the town. 
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Traffic queuing in Park Street to enter Blenheim – picture on right shows on street the 
threshold to Blenheim Estate – traffic routinely queues well past this point, sometimes for 
hundreds of metres 
 

        
 
Blenheim traffic management advice 
 
Identifying the environmental risk of leaving coach engines running and notifying about the 
‘park and pay’ system that operates occasionally 
 

                      
 
Designated parking area for Blenheim employees, by Town Gate 
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Coaches in Woodstock Town Centre – Impact 
 
Illegal bus parking blocking street parking spaces and restricting bus access to stops 
 

     
 
Coach parking and other illegal waiting blocking access to car park and reducing traffic 
flow in Town Centre 
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Traffic circulation problems in Woodstock Town Centre 
 
Coaches, bus turning and informal loading activity restricting traffic flow  
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Poor parking restricting the efficiency of parking available  
 

 
 

 
 
Residents not the problem / 1 hour parking impact 
 
Overnight and early morning photos of streets indicating large numbers of available 
spaces 
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Market Street during one hour enforcement period - ‘what churn?’ 

 
 

HOW PROPOSED SOLUTIONS  
 
See Appendices A, B and C for survey details 
 
Immediate (ASAP) 
 
1. There has to be immediate provision for resident’s parking so that the genuine needs of 

residents can be resolved. This should take the form of some designated residential 
parking areas, (e.g. some of Browns Lane, Rectory Lane, Park Street, Harrisons Lane, 
Union St and Cockpit Close) together with shared-use provision in other areas. It is 
suggested that each residential dwelling be entitled to a single parking permit. 
Residents would be prepared to contribute financially to the cost of such a permit, if 
necessary. 

 
 
 
 

10 
 



Heart of Woodstock – Parking and Traffic Report 
 

 
2. A ban on Coaches entering the ‘Town Circuit’ of Market St, Market Place, High St and 

thus Park St. enabled by: 
i. An alternative provision for coach disembarkation near but not within the Town 

Centre so passengers are within walking distance of the Town. 
ii. Redirection of Blenheim traffic to an alternative entrance 
iii. Coach parking bays situated outside the Town Centre, next to the Blenheim 

Caravan Park, which are currently not indicated/promoted require structural 
improvement and publicity. 
 

3. Significant reduction in the number of one-hour parking bays, coupled with a uniform 
three hour parking enforcement commencing at 10am and ending at 4pm. These 
measures would have a number of benefits: 

i. Reduce the number of empty one-hour bays, which are currently unused 
because this allows insufficient time for visitors to browse in combination with 
any other leisure and business activities (e.g. helping Cafes, Restaurants, 
Museums, Ladies Hairdressers, Nail Bars, Opticians, Medical related premises 
and employees loading/unloading goods). 

ii. Reduce the impact on the significant number of businesses losing trade as a 
result of the enforcement of one hour bays.  

iii. The narrow window of enforcement would still prevent all day parking (e.g. bus, 
train and cycle commuters). 

 
Medium term (3-6 months) 
 
4. Regular enforcement of the one and three-hour bays, to ensure that there is 

observance of limits and traffic and visitor churn. 
 

5. Buses should no longer use Woodstock Town Centre as a turning circle. They should 
follow the example of the number 7 bus which turns around at Wootton turn. 

 
6. Reappraisal of parking spaces by the painting of clear lines to delineate bays 

throughout the town to increase the efficiency of parking. 
 
7. Professional traffic experts should advise as to the feasibility or otherwise of a one-way 

system along High Street, Market Place and Market Street, both in terms of increasing 
parking provision and improvement to traffic flow.  

 
8. Designated loading bays where required by businesses. 

 
9. A Disabled bay in the close vicinity of the Feathers Hotel and Kings Arms is suggested. 
 
10. Blenheim Palace has within their power as the main landowner and a major developer 

in this area to help the Town community with its traffic and parking problems.  
 

i. Town Centre business employees should be encouraged, or constrained, to 
park within the Blenheim Estate, or at another prepared site upon their property, 
thereby freeing up car parking spaces in town for their customers. 

ii. All HGVs seeking to enter the Blenheim Estate could be diverted away from 
residential areas, for example, by constructing a new point of entry to the Estate 
from the Ditchley side, or another non-residential area. 
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iii. Blenheim’s practice of charging an additional car parking fee to their ticketing 
prices for many of their events always results in reduced parking availability in 
town. Visitors seek to avoid paying the additional parking charge by using Town 
Centre spaces and walking into the Estate without contributing at all to 
Woodstock’s economy. If Blenheim were to include the parking fee within their 
overall ticket price these problems could be significantly reduced over such 
periods as The Christmas Lights, Country File, and a host of other events 
throughout the year. 

iv. New system of entry to Blenheim Palace via the Town Gate operating 
Blenheim’s ‘park and pay’ system, i.e. ‘park your vehicle and purchase your 
tickets from the nearest pay point’. Under this system the pay point hitherto has 
been at the actual Palace entry. The ‘park and pay’ system, for example, was 
used during the recent Flower Festival and two days subsequently, it made a 
huge difference to the quality of life within Woodstock in terms of traffic queues 
and pollution. Blenheim clearly understand the effects of vehicle pollution upon 
those in the immediate vicinity of the Palace coach park. This awareness 
should be extended to those who live and work within the Woodstock 
community.  

v. Blenheim has created 14 clearly outlined parking spaces outside the main Town 
Gate for the use of employees. Residents, with parking permits, should be 
allowed to park in these spaces out of office hours for example, during the 
evenings and over weekends and bank holidays. 

 
Longer term possibilities 
 

1. Hensington car park could be developed as a low-profile multi-storey car park with 
basement, ground and first floor levels. The development of an improved car 
parking facility by Blenheim (perhaps also incorporating the current Police Station 
site) could be we suggest included in any future Section 106 Agreement between 
the Authorities and Blenheim. Such an investment is imperative, given proposals for 
further housing development by Blenheim. 

2. Consideration to an out of town parking facility e.g. for hotel parking (valet) and park 
and riders to Oxford (bus, rail or cycle). 

3. Additionally, the installation of a Park and Ride facility to the North, or South, of the 
Town could exhibit an enlightened view in time to meet the future demands 
anticipated from the growing numbers seeking to visit and enjoy our unique 
UNESCO World Heritage site in Oxfordshire. 

 

OVERRIDING CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. Any survey undertaken by the authorities affecting the Town Centre must give 
involvement, consideration and serious weight to those of us living and/or working in 
the Town Centre, who have been all too often overlooked in the past. 

 
2. The Traffic advisory Committee must cease to be merely an ineffective talking shop 

and sop to local-residents and traders, if the local Authorities are not to lose the 
confidence of their Electorate. 

 
3. In conducting the promised Traffic review for Woodstock it is absolutely 

essential that The Oxfordshire County Council and West Oxfordshire District 
Council work closely together, both with each other and with this community.  
Too long has the excuse been given for inaction regarding this long-standing 
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Woodstock traffic and parking issue, due to the separation of powers primarily, 
between the two Local Authorities.  It is essential now for them to move the 
impending and promised Traffic Review beyond mere deliberation; to decisions 
and action to be taken within a clearly announced and delineated timeframe. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A:  LOCAL BUSINESS SURVEY  
 
Businesses surveyed 
 

 
 
  

Business name Street Business name Street
The Bear Park St Blenheim Buttery Market Place
AGA Shop Oxford St Keble Homes Market Place
Chancellors Oxford St Oxfordshire Digital Market Place
Confidential Oxford St Palace Racing Market Place
Chinese Take Away Oxford St Radiance Market Place
DaBa Oxford St Woodstock Barbers Market Place
Fowers Estate Agents Oxford St Brothertons High St
Gleide Home Décor. Oxford St Caremark High St
Hampers Deli. Oxford St Confidential High St
Hope House Oxford St Co-Op High St
Libby Rak Jeweller Oxford St Devernois High St
Marlborough Arms Oxford St Enhance Nails & Beauty High St
Martha's Attic Oxford St Iona House Gallery High St
MB Carpets & Rigby & Spoon Oxford St Loft High St
Nom de Plume Oxford St Mary and Martins Newsagent. High St
One Village World shop Oxford St Natural Bread Co High St
Princeton University Press Oxford St Niche Face and Body. High St
Stella Mannering Oxford St Pollen Flowers High St
The Cotswold Tailor Oxford St Salon 42 High St
The Punchbowl Oxford St Sassy Boo High St
Woodstock Book Shop Oxford St Scott Symonds High St
Woodstock Coffee Shop Oxford St Sue Ryder High St
Woodstock Hardware Oxford St The Crown High St
Woodstock Shoe Repairs Oxford St Town House Guest House High St
Woodstock Social Club Oxford St Woodstock Designs High St
Woodstock Wealth Oxford St Woodstock Opticians High St
Artists Workshop - Painting & Teaching Market St Woodstock Pharmacy High St
Dantzig Gallery Market St
Louisa Maybury Market St
Nevrus Hair Saloon Market St
The Feathers Market St
Woodstock Arms Market St
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Analysis of HOW business survey 

  

Description of businesses surveyed

Number of businesses surveyed by street
Street # businesses % of businesses
High St 21 36%
Oxford St 25 42%
Market St 6 10%
Market Place 6 10%
Park St 1 2%

Total 59 100%

Other characteristics
Response WUTW 

membership?
Business van? Loading  

issues?
WUTW 

membership?
Business van? Loading  issues?

Yes 24 10 16 41% 17% 27%
No 19 14 29 32% 24% 49%

Total responded 43 24 45

Commentary: Whilst fewer than 20% of businesses have vans, more note loading issues.  Many are not currently WUTW members
  Given WUTW's membership numbers there are likely several businesses that comprise 'home-workers' or those without a window who have not been surveyed
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Number of hotel / pub rooms
# bedrooms 137
Average bedrooms / establishment 15.2
# own parking spaces 63
# parking spaces as % of rooms 46%
Note: Excludes some B&Bs, Airbnb, care homes etc.
Commentary: Woodstock has a relatively high number of 'formal' hotel and pub / B&B rooms and dedicated parking for the minority of these
 (and in 3 establishments only).  These will obviously not all be full all of the time.

Businesses, their staff and their parking

Number of businesses interviewed 59 Note: Not all responded to all the questions

Business staffing levels
Type # staff Average # staff

Full time 254 4.3
Part-time 199 3.4
Total 453 7.7
Note: n = 59
Commentary: Businesses employ a signficant number of people in the centre of town - approx. 450
 Over 50% of staff are full-time, requiring longer parking slots.
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Staff transport
Type specified # businesses % of businesses
Car 48 81%
Foot 15 25%
Bus 14 24%
Other 4 7%
Note: Businesses could specify more than one mode of transport
Note: n = 59
Commentary: The overwhelming majority of businesses reported that most employees travelled by car

Where do staff park?
Location mentioned # businesses % of businesses
Hensington Car Park 24 41%
Other 33 56%
Note: n = 59
Commentary: Hensington Car Park was the single most mentioned parking location.  However,
 businesses also noted it was now normally full before 9am and many park wherever they can. 0
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Businesses trends since enforcement

Business trends since enforcement
View of business trends since 
enforcement

# businesses # staff 
represented

% of 
respondents

Same 23 129 51%
Negative 8 32 18%
Positive 4 54 9%
Mix 2 14 4%
N/a 8 80 18%
Note: Some did not respond. n= 45
Commentary: Most businesses noted no difference in trading (due to parking), but twice as 
many noted a decline rather than an improvement.

Business comments on current parking enforcement

General comment positive / negative / mix / same / n/a re parking enforcement change? (P / N / M / S / N/A?)

View of current enforcement # businesses
# staff 
represented

% of 
respondents

Negative 33 272 58%
Positive 6 70 11%
Mix 2 15 4%
Same 0 0 0%
N/a 16 66 28%

Note: n = 57
Commentary: The overwhelming majority of respondents (almost 60% of all businesses spoken to)
 have a negative view of current enforcement.  Only 10% view it positively
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General comments - themes

Themes highlighted # businesses
# staff 
represented

% of 
respondents

- Reduce 1 hour spaces / expand 3 hour s 16 146 30%
- Residents' permits 12 74 23%
- Business permits 12 144 23%
- Coaches a particular issue 5 26 9%
- Buses: pros and cons 2 9 4%
- Other 23 43%

Total comments 53
Commentary: A wide range of issues and possible solutions were discussed.  
A significant number supported changing the mix of 1 and 3 hour spaces 
and introducing permits. These comments require further analysis and discussion

Would you benefit from 3 hour parking? 

Response # businesses
% of 

respondents
- Yes: Benefit from 3 hr parking 42 82%
- No: Not benefit from 3 hr parking 8 16%
    - Enforcement from 10.00 to 16.00hrs 27 53%
    - Enforcement from 10.00 to 18.00hrs 7 14%

Note: n= 51
Commentary: Most respondents thought they would benefit from 3 hour parking, with the
 majority favouring enforcement between 10 am and 4pm
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Analysis of busiest times of the day

Time of day analysis
Start time Busiest time 

of day for 
parking?

Busiest time 
of day for 
business?

Worst time 
for 

customers to 
park?

0800 8 1 2
0900 22 18 17
1000 24 27 20
1100 27 33 21
1200 35 36 27
1300 32 37 29
1400 22 36 19
1500 22 30 13
1600 20 28 13
1700 9 10 4
1800 3 13 6
1900 0 13 10
2000 0 4 7

Note: n = 56
Commentary: It is not surprising that the there is a broad spread of views of busy times of the day - given the range of business types surveyed
 The concensus appears to be that the worst time for customers to park is between 9 am and 3pm, with a secondary extension to 5pm.  
 Unsurprisingly the busiest time for parking and consumers coincides with the worst time for parking
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APPENDIX B:  HENSINGTON CAR PARK AND UNION STREET SURVEY ANALYSIS 
 

 
 
  

Hensington Car Park (HCP) analysis
Note: Initial analysis only: Coding was not entirely consistent so  results should be interpreted with some caution.  Only vehicles leaving 
HCP between 1530 and 1930 were surveyed.  An additional count was conducted at 06:00 and 22:00 to estimate resident parking

Summary
HCP has a capacity of 101 spaces.  On three days 63%-98% of the capacity turned over in the survey period.  Usage is high.
40% of visits were by people working in Woodstock, followed by 33% visiting for (P)Leisure and 9% shopping - 82% in total
Park & Ride / Cycle visitors comprised 6% of visits in total - so this group does not drive the shortage of spaces
If all 4 'resident' respondents are added to the overnight average of 20, residents would use less than 20% of HCP capacity.
Those visiting for (P)Leisure, including a reasonable number of very short stays / pickups, stayed over 1 hour on average,
indicating that enforcing one hour slots elsewhere is unhelpful and likely increasing use of HCP.
Note: WODC Council website lists 116 spaces.  HOW counted 101 unrestricted and 3 disabled bays

Day # surveyed % surveyed Avge time stayed
% capacity 
surveyed

Tuesday 109 40% 5.3 97%
Wednesday 99 36% 4.4 98%
Thursday 64 24% 4.3 63%
Total 272 100% 4.8 86%
Note: Tuesday's analysis includes 11 from 31/5/18 (test survey) and 98 from 3/7/18. % capacity excludes 31/5/18
Other survey dates were Wednesday 4/7/18 and Thursday 5/7/18
Commentary: 272 vehicles were surveyed, including an average of 75% of the capacity
Fewer people were surveyed on Thursday.  Average stay length was noticeably higher on Tuesday
Excluding 31/5/18 data an average of 87 vehicles were surveyed per day
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Purpose of visit
Purpose of visit # respondents % respondents Avge time stayed
Work 108 40% 7.7
(P)leisure 91 33% 1.1
Shop 24 9% 0.8
Health 24 9% 2.9
Travelling elsewhere 17 6% 8.2
Other 17 6% 2.4
Total 272 100% 4.8
Note: Respondents can pick more than one option
Note: People using HCP as a 'Park & Ride' facility are captured under 'Travelling elsewhere'

Commentary: Working in Woodstock (40%) was the primary driver of usage, followed by (P)Leisure (33%).
Fewer than one third of visits were driven by other reasons e.g. health
Just 6% reported their primary purpose being to 'Travel elsewhere' i.e. 'Park & travel'.  
'Park & Ride / Cycle' visits do not drive the shortage of parking in HCP
Unsurprisingly those Working and 'Park & Riding' stayed longest, with residents not staying very long on average (excluding 'overnighters')
Even those visiting for (P)Leisure stayed over 1 hour indicating that enforcing one hour slots elsewhere is unhelpful
Note: If the average of 20 overnight HCP stays were multiplied by 3 (3 main survey days) and added to the 4 surveyed residents a total of 64 'respondents' 
    qualify as residents of an amended total of 332 entries, equating to 18% of 'respondents'.  However, it is likely that not all are residents e.g. hotel guests

Purpose of visit # respondents % respondents
Park & Cycler 5 2%
Resident 4 1%
Note: See note above re residents

Average 'overnighters' as a proxy for residents (over 3-5 July 2018)
Time Union St HCP Total
06:00 20 23 43
22:00 18 24 42

Average 19 23 42
Note: Figures include 2-6 commercial vans and campers at each time
Commentary: Highest estimate of local resident parking (majority of overnight vehicles) is ~40 in both HCP and Union St.
However, this figure will likely include some hotel guests, given the ratio of hotel rooms to dedicated parking
Likely to be an average of approx. 20 residents parking overnight in HCP or 17% OF HCP's capacity of 101
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Time stayed by parkers surveyed (excl. overnighters)
Length of stay # respondents % respondents Avge time stayed
Less than 1 hour 76 28% 0.5
1 - 3 hours 56 21% 2.0
4 - 6 hours 24 9% 4.5
6 - 9 hours 80 29% 8.0
10 hours+ 36 13% 10.9
Total 272 100% 4.8

Commentary: 49% of vehicles surveyed stayed less than 3 hours, whilst 42% stayed 6 hours or more
28% of vehicles stayed less than 1 hour indicating that more 1 hour parking spaces could  significantly increase HCP capacity
The destinations of short stayers should be analysed in more detail to validate this (HCP is very convenient for some visits e.g. library)
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Time stayed by parkers by day (excl overnighters)
Count of Length of stay Column Labels
Row Labels Less than 1 hour 1 - 3 hours 4 - 6 hours 6 - 9 hours 10 hours+ Grand Total
Tuesday 22 28 6 33 20 109
Wednesday 35 13 16 24 11 99
Thursday 19 15 2 23 5 64
Grand Total 76 56 24 80 36 272

Count of Length of stay Column Labels
Row Labels Less than 1 hour 1 - 3 hours 4 - 6 hours 6 - 9 hours 10 hours+ Grand Total
Tuesday 20% 26% 6% 30% 18% 100%
Wednesday 35% 13% 16% 24% 11% 100%
Thursday 30% 23% 3% 36% 8% 100%
Grand Total 28% 21% 9% 29% 13% 100%

Commentary: There is some indication of diurnal variations in time stayed but a more extensive survey
 is required to identify and understand patterns
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