Community Halls Newsletter
Autumn 2018
Please share this newsletter with your hall trustees/committeeI do hope you find it useful, any feed back is welcome.

Hallmaster demonstration
At the end of July, in Cassington village hall, over 40 people attended a demonstration by
Hallmaster of their online booking system. Attendees said that they found it a very useful and
informative event.
If you are a member of CFO or the Community Buildings Advice Service, you can get a discount
off the annual Hallmaster Licence, but you will need to contact them to confirm you are a
member to get the discount code. Here is a link to the Hallmaster website

Places to advertise your hall.
Community First Oxfordshire's Website
It's very useful to have your own website, but you can also
have a free page on our website.
Please click here to have a look at our ‘Community Halls Directory’. We currently have 220
halls and community centres listed, however there are over 280 halls in the County all varying
in size, age and with different facilities on offer and we would like to list them all.
There is a map of Oxfordshire and its districts and a search engine to make online searching
easy. On your page, you can have two photos -generally one of the outside and one of the
inside, a fair bit of detail to describe your hall and the facilities (including Wi-fi) on offer, the
capacity, seated or otherwise, the number of rooms for hire, parking spaces as well as
disability parking that you have as well as your booking details, address and a Google map,
showing your halls location for hall hirers from outside your area. Once on the directory you
just need to remember to contact me at tessa.hall@communityfirstoxon.org with any
information that needs updating, especially the halls booking details.

Our directory is a useful, free resource for anyone to see what a great space it is that you have
on offer. I’m hoping ours will be your first choice but here are some other choices you could also
use:

Your Community Space
Your Community Space has a ‘Basic’ page that is free- for a profile of your hall, email
notification for enquiries, a map location, a geographical search, technical support, and a local
knowledge noticeboard. There are two other packages which include a facility for documents,
links to social media and an event calendar as well as a place for customer feedback. Click
here to see their website.
Hallshire.com
Hallshire.com also has a basic listing for free and other packages which give you an improved
or even top position in search results and a regular or permanent position on the homepage
depending on which package you choose. The most expensive package offers expanded details
in search results. The halls advertised are UK wide and from other countries. These listings
often come up when you do a general search on the Internet. Also when you log on and allow
the Hallshire website to see your location, local halls come up. They list halls as well as other
venues for hire. The full listings are good but some of the information is missing or out of date
on this website. Here is a link

Booking Spaces
Booking Spaces show rooms and venues for hire. If you have several rooms, you can list them
separately or you can list the whole venue. Hirers put in the area they need and the number of
people they want a suitable space for. Suitable rooms or centres come up in that area showing
a picture and the price. When you click on the picture the venue info. will be revealed as well as
the type of venue, amenities and what activities are allowed. The hirer can book the venue
through the website and when the booking is confirmed by the venue, booking spaces will sort
out the payment and add a service charge of 5% to their booking. Here is a link to their
website

News from local halls
Wiggington Village Hall improvements

Congratulations to Wiggington on the improvements to their village hall which, seven years
ago, was in such a bad state of repair that there was even talk of selling it. However, the
community rallied round and now they have almost completed the work. It is a great example
of what a local community can achieve.
An opening celebration was held on August 15th, members of the local community were
present and the feedback they gave was very positive. Hall committee members and people
who had volunteered during the project were also there as well as Edith Slee, the past chair
and the treasurer. Food and drink was provided.
The improvements included the installation of LED lighting, raising the ceiling and installing
insulation, secondary glazing and an air source heating system. This was the result of an
energy audit and £10,000 of funding from TOE. They have also redecorated the hall,
sanded the floor and made improvements to the kitchen. The hall is now more comfortable,
cheaper to run, more energy efficient and will be better used.
Having a community facility such as this is important in a village where there is no shop or
school and a pub that is only open 3 days a week.

Work has started on the MarchamCentre
MarchamCentre is the name for the new community facilities which are planned for the Anson
Field in Marcham. It will include a village hall, a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), a redesigned
football pitch and cricket pitch, and a new junior football pitch. The facilities have been 3 years
in the planning and the main funding comes jointly from the Anson Trust and Marcham Parish
Council. The project received outline planning permission in September 2016, and detailed
planning permission in November 2017.
Work started in April
2018 with a substantial
archaeological dig
which found some
interesting iron age
remains. The dig has
been completed, and
ground works for the
construction phase are
due to start later in
2018.
The Marcham Community Facilities Steering Group (comprised of members of the Parish
Council, Marcham Community Group, Anson Trust and representatives of other local groups)
has been working together on the design of the new hall. Final plans for the hall have been
drawn up to everyones approval and have been sent out by the developer to contractors to be
priced up. VWH District Council is holding section 106 money allocated to Marcham for the
development and the local community has been fundraising for the new facility. More
fundraising is needed to kit out the centre. They hope to finish the new hall in late 2019.
Once the building is complete, the whole site will be leased and managed by Marcham
Community Group, a charity that is democratically accountable through election of its trustees
by the local community. MCG is setting up three sub-committees to run the facilities – a Hall
Committee, a Field Committee and a Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Eye and Dunstan Village Hall opening
The wonderful new hall at
Eye and Dunstan Village
was officially re-opened by
the Chairman of South
Oxfordshire District Council,
Jeannette Matelot, on
Saturday May 5th. It is now
fully refurbished and has a
new foyer, and a stunning
extension to the main hall
which can now seat up to 90
people.
Both rooms in the hall have hardwood flooring and underfloor heating and the walls and
ceilings have been repainted. The hall has new toilets and lighting, solar panels on the roof
and a new kitchen in the main hall.
The whole refurbishment has taken four years to complete at a cost of £400,000. The work
was carried out by contractor 2M of Woodcote and Peppard Building Supplies provided the
materials at cost price. Gillian Lee, the Hall Manager, managed the project. The work
started in 2014 and has been done in stages so that the hall could remain functional.
It was funded by a £200,000 grant from the South and Vale District Council, a £100,000
donation from the Phillimore Trust, money from Eye and Dunsden Parish Council and
dozens of private donations.
Many local people attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony, including regular users,
supporters and members of the hall’s management committee as well as Henley MP John
Howell.
Please see the hall website here for a detailed report from the Henley Standard about the
wonderful activities that took place at the opening.

Training coming up for community halls:
Charitable Incorporated Organisation-CIO Training.
CFO has teamed up with charity solicitor Tessa Hennessy to offer a 2-hour seminar aimed
exclusively at village hall trustees interested in changing their charity to a CIO. The seminar will
look briefly at the different legal models currently available to village hall charities and the pros
and cons of these.
Date: Wednesday 19th September.
Time: 10.00 am until 12 noon
Venue: Cassington Village Hall, The Green, Cassington, Witney OX29 4DN
Cost: £20 for members of CFO’s Community Buildings Advice Service
£35 for non-members. There are 9 places left on this seminar. Bookings close on 12th
September.
Please contact Tessa Hall to arrange payment and secure your place.

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT), Training
Is your electrical equipment safe in your hall? You are required by law to ensure that the
electrical equipment you supply in your community building are safe.
CFO in partnership with Quick Test are offering training to enable you to carry out your own
electrical equipment testing and save money.
Date: Monday 5th November
Time: 1.30pm until 4.30pm.
Venue: Yarnton Village Hall
The course cost: £65 + VAT if a member of CFO and to non-members its £85.00 + VAT
To book your place on this course or to find out further information please contact Tessa Hall.
PAT Testing Equipment can be hired from CFO for £20.00/week for those attending the course
or you can buy your own microPAT Package—discounted to £209 + VAT (normally
£249+VAT).You can order your tester here to pick up on the training day to save package costs.

Other training coming up from CFO:
Free one day training and information session
CFO has developed a free one day training and information session aimed at people who would
like to get involved in their community but aren’t quite sure how to go about it.
Perhaps you could pass this information on to members of your community who might be
interested (you never know they might decide the village hall/community centre would be a
good place to volunteer!)
Venue: Hadland Road Community Centre, Abingdon OX14 3YH
Date: 20 September 9.30 – 2.30.
For further information or to book a place please contact:
hilary.lombard@communityfirstoxon.org

Asset Based Community Development Training – November
We are pleased to announce that we are working with Nurture Development, specialists in an
Asset Based Community Development approach to working in communities. They are one of
eleven strategic partners of the ABCD Institute, and the lead partner in Europe. This approach
focusses on identifying what is strong in a community rather than what’s wrong and building on
the already existing connections within your community.
We are holding a two day workshop on November 28 and 29 in Didcot. For further details and
booking click here. Please feel free to share with your networks.
Here is the Nurture Development website.

Local area networking meetings
I have started to plan the local area networking meetings and there will be one in a hall near you
on an evening in October. I will be sending out times and locations very soon. Please let me know
if there are any burning issues that you would like me to research and bring up as a discussion
point.

Need a helping hand with your hall?
Why not use the Community Payback Service? Community Payback is a means by which
offenders make amends to communities. The Thames Valley Community Rehabilitation
Company run the service and their motto is ‘Reducing reoffending and changing lives’.
The aim of the service is to turn lives around and at the same time make the Thames Valley a
better place to live. Work is organised all over the Thames Valley for 7 days a week.
Those on the scheme must work for at least 7 hours or one full day per week in a group or on a
single placement. If they are unemployed they will do more hours.
The projects they look for are community focussed such as; clearing overgrown pathways,
repairing community benches or repainting community equipment. They can also do landscape
and forestry, grounds clearance, building and maintenance, painting and decorating, litter
picking and graffiti removal. Here is a link to their website
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