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In October 2003 Steventon Parish Council decided that if there was 
enough interest in the Village a Steering Committee should be set up 
to produce a Parish Plan. The purpose of the Plan would be to look at 
how  the residents of Steventon would like to see their Village develop 
over the next ten to fifteen. Development could be retaining the many 
features of which the Village is justifiably proud, eliminating those 
things that we do not like or providing new features and facilities that 
would be of benefit to the community. 

The intention to produce a Parish Plan, and its purpose, was 
advertised in the Steventon News and at the same time all the clubs 
and organisations in the Village were approached. Through these 
actions it was found that there was sufficient interest in producing a 
Plan and in November 2003 a Steering Committee was set up. As 
well as representatives from the various clubs  and organisations the 
Steering Committee included the Vicar, the Headteacher of the Village 
Primary School and some members of the Parish Council. 

Grants to cover the cost of producing the Plan were obtained from the 
Countryside Agency, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council and the 
Parish Council, to whom the Steering Committee would like to extend 
their thanks. 

Information about what needed to be included in the Plan was 
obtained through a number of questionnaires, a presentation at the 
Church Fete and a free Disco for all Village residents. 

The result of the Steering Committee`s work is a document stating 
what the Villagers need to be done in Steventon over the next several 
years. It was not the remit of the Steering Committee to specify or 
implement actions but merely to identify issues and suggest ways of 
carrying them through. Implementing and where necessary updating 
the findings of the Parish Plan will be the role of the Parish Council to 
which they are fully committed. Whilst every effort will be made by the 
Council to implement all the findings it must be borne in mind that 
many rely on other organisations which for various reasons, such as 
money, may not be so willing or able to cooperate. Equally constraints 
might apply that make quick solutions impossible. 

I would like to extend thanks to the many people of the Village who 
took time in providing their ideas for Steventon, to the leaders of the 
Working Groups and their many helpers who produced much of the 
detail for the Plan and finally to the Steering Committee for devoting 
many hours of their time to managing and putting together the 
`Steventon Parish Plan 2004`.

FOREWORD 

Michael Howden 
Steering Committee Chairman 
December 2004 

The Lantern Restaurant

The Cherry Tree Pub

Margaret`s Shop in the High Street

Station House once used by Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel 
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The village of Steventon [Annex H] (O.S. map reference SU 4691) lies on the 
south side of the Thames Valley, some 3 miles west of Didcot and 4 miles 
south of Abingdon. Oxford is 10 miles north of Steventon and London 56 
miles to the east. The main railway line from Bristol to Paddington passes 
through the village, although the station was closed in 1964. The ancient 
Causeway, the old village centre and the Ginge Brook run from south-west to 
north-east. The Causeway intersects the High Street at right angles and runs 
for nearly one mile from the church at the south western edge of the village 
towards Milton to the north east. The Causeway is crossed in 5 places, by the 
High Street; a large lane through Allotment Gardens; Stocks Lane; Mill Street 
and the mainline railway line. Ditches flank the Causeway on either side and 
form part of the village drainage system. The raised path is paved with 
pitchings and is lined with trees on both sides of the crest. The Abingdon 
Road and the High Street traverse the village and the Hanney Road 
approaches from the west.  

The village has many valuable historic timber framed buildings including the 
National Trust Priory Cottages which date from the 13

th
 century. The Church 

of St Michael and All Angels also dates from this time and supports the 19
th

century Church of England Village Primary School. Opposite the local school 
is the well renowned ancient pub, `The North Star`, named after the locomotive that 
pulled the first train out of Paddington in 1837. The unique character of this 
pub has gained its fame throughout the county. 

The parish of Steventon covers an area of 2,401 acres and has approximately 
700 houses. The population was recorded as 1,425 in the 1991 census and 
has now risen to approximately 1,500 (the detailed results of the 2001 census 
are not yet available) of which 1,189 are recorded on the Electoral Register. 

Over recent years the village has lost a number of its amenities: butchers 
shop, Spar shop; newsagents; two pubs, one with a restaurant attached; 
petrol filling station with off license. It currently has: a Co-op with post-office; a 
bakery; three pubs; an Indian Restaurant; a French Restaurant; hairdressers; 
haberdashers run by a local elderly lady; a veterinary practice, a fortnightly 
mobile library, a fortnightly mobile barbers shop and a sandwich bar. In terms 
of businesses there is also an industrial paint supplier and a printing works. 
There are also in converted farm buildings a number of organisations 
including a Chubb operations centre, a plumbing contractor, financial advisor, 
a potter, antique book seller and a chapel of rest. Other farm buildings are 
used for a diversity of commercial activities such as warehousing. A storage 
depot located in the Hanney Road generates a lot of problematic heavy traffic 
through the village. There are several privately run bed and breakfast facilities 
for visitors. The Methodist Chapel is situated in the High Street and has a hall 
which is used for many local events, as is the hall belonging to St Michael`s 
Church. The Village Hall is located on the Village Green which is used 
extensively by a wide range of clubs and societies, both local and from 
outside the village. As well as the Village Green there is also a play park for 
the children of the village. Pre-school children are catered for by a Play Group 
and a Mothers and Toddlers Group. Primary education is provided by the 
local school but children have to travel to Abingdon, Didcot or Oxford for 
secondary schools. There is now only a very limited bus service through the 
village due to the Stagecoach Bus Company withdrawing its services last 
August. There are unfortunately very few now which stop in the heart of the 
village where most of the retired people reside.  

Many of the population details gathered in the 2001 National Census have not 
yet been released (some will not be released for 100 years). The information 
that has been released, plus the Electoral Register, does, however, provide a 
useful picture of the `People of Steventon`. 

The overall population is some 1,500 people of which 1,189 are on the 
Electoral Register. 

The average age of the population is approximately 39 years split as follows: 

• Under 20 years   25% 

• 21 to 40 years   28% 

• 41 to 60 years   27% 

• Over 60 years   20%
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The vast majority of the Steventon population are recorded as being in full 
time employment, the split being: 

• Employed   70% 

• Unemployed     2% 

• Retired    13% 

• Sick/Disabled     3% 

• Students      4% 

• Others       8% 

Living arrangements provide useful input to the housing requirements. The 
split is: 

• Families with Children  31% 

• Lone Pensioners   12% 

• Pensioner Couples  11% 

• Others    46% 

Parish Plans were announced in the 2000 `Rural White Paper` which set out 
the Government`s plans for the countryside. They are intended to develop 
previous work such as village appraisals and village design statements and 
set a framework for communities to plan their own futures. Parish Plans are 
part of the Countryside Agency`s `Vital Villages` initiative. 
In October 2003 Steventon Parish Council took the decision to produce a 

`Steventon Parish Plan 2004`.
The purpose of the Steventon Parish Plan is embodied in the Steering 
Committee`s `Mission Statement` which is:

“To help and encourage the people of Steventon to 
produce a plan showing how they would like their 
village to develop over the next ten to fifteen years, 
particularly with respect to the following five 
principles: 
• Maintaining and encouraging the community spirit 
of the village and the many organisations  that 
contribute  to it; 
• Retaining and preserving the unique character of the 
historic village and its many assets; 
• Providing new facilities for the benefit of the whole 
community; 
• Identifying, and wherever possible, eliminating 
those features of the community, such as vandalism, 
that are unacceptable; 

• Addressing the implications of development and 
change in close proximity to the village” . 

The Parish Plan will convey clear, constructive and achievable proposals to 
the Parish Council, the Vale of White Horse District Council, Oxfordshire 
County Council, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council and other bodies that 
may be able to assist the Village in achieving its aims. 

The Plan should benefit the Village in the following ways: 

• The whole community will be better informed about the residents` 
concerns, needs and hopes for the future; 

• New services and facilities can be planned and any threats to 
existing services can be better managed; 

• The Parish Council have a clearer idea of the views of the 
community as a whole.  

The Parish Plan forms part of the `agenda` for the Parish Council over 
the next 10 to 15 years and the Steering Committee which was set up 
for its production has now been disbanded.
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Following the decision of the Parish Council in October 2003 a Parish Plan 
Steering Committee, independent of the Parish Council, was set up to 
implement the decision. The Steering Committee had no permanent status 
and was disbanded on completion of the Plan. 

Membership of the Committee was obtained by advertising the Parish Plan in 
the Steventon News and by writing to all the main groups and organisations in 
the Village, in both cases asking for volunteers. 

The Steering Committee membership, their `Mission Statement` and `Terms 
of Reference` are shown in Annex A. 

Grants to cover the cost of producing the Plan were applied for and obtained 
from: 

• The Countryside Agency; 

• The Oxfordshire Rural Community Council; 

• Steventon Parish Council. 

Thanks are due to these organisation for supporting the work of the Steering 
Committee in producing the Plan both with money and with practical help. 

An initial list of topics to be covered by the Parish Plan was produced by the 
Steering Committee and these were divided into six groups each to be the 
responsibility of a Working Group headed by a Steering Committee member. 
Annex B shows the initial topics, the groups and the Working Group Leaders. 

The validity of these initial topics and their relative importance to the residents 
of the Village was obtained by means of the questionnaire shown in Annex C. 
This questionnaire was on an anonymous basis but did seek information with 
regard to age group or whether the respondee was a Village business owner. 
In order to obtain as high a response as possible the questionnaire was 
targetted to the following groups: 

• Village societies and organisations, e.g. Womens` Institute, Senior 
Citizens` Christmas party etc. This route mainly picked up the over 
60 year age group; 

• The parents of all school children (it was sent out with the School 
News Letter). This mainly picked up the 21 to 40 and some 41 to 
60 year olds; 

• A free Disco for all Village residents. This mainly picked up the 
under 20 year olds but there were some in each of the other three 
groups; 

• By direct delivery to every business in the Village including the 
many bed and breakfast owners; 

• By having it available in a Village shop; 

• As a `catch all` by including it in the Steventon News which is 
issued free to all Village households. 

The questionnaire allowed for any other comments to be added. These were 
analysed and used to produce two additional questionnaires as shown in 
Annexes D and E. These were distributed via a Village shop and Steventon 
News and were used at the Disco. 

Many of the completed questionnaires included additional comments. In total 
there were over 100 different issues raised. The Steering Committee 
produced and agreed outline responses to each of these issues which were 
then passed to the Working Group Leaders for them to ensure that they were 
taken into account in their draft reports. 

A comprehensive Parish Plan display was produced for the Village Church 
Fete showing details of: 

• Parish Plans, who sponsored them and what they were about; 

• The results from the three questionnaires.

An opportunity was given at the Fete for additional comments to be made. 

The production of the final Parish Plan included the following steps: 

1. Production of outputs from each of the six Working Groups; 

2. Consideration of these outputs by the Steering Committee; 

3. Production of a draft Plan; 

4. Consideration of the draft Plan by the Steering Committee; 

5. Production of revised Plan; 

6. Consideration of the revised Plan by the Parish Council; 

7. Production of the final Plan.

HOW THE PLAN 
WAS PRODUCED 

Free Village Disco 

Please tick your 4 most important requirements:

More `affordable` housing

Facilities for the youth of the Village

Other Sports facilities

More shops

Week day activities for the under fives

After school groups

Holiday clubs for school children

Educational groups for the retired/elderly

Pelican crossings etc. to improve road safety

A Village website covering events, Parish Council news etc.

Your ideas for other facilities:

STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

The Parish Plan needs to show how Steventon 

people would like to see their Village develop over 
the next 10 to 15 years. 

Please help by giving  your views on what needs 

to be provided and what issues about the village 
concern you most.

Please tick  4 items which cause you the most problems :

Vandalism and the lack of effective policing

Speed of traffic through the Village

Volume and weight of traffic through the Village

Plans by Thames Water to build a reservoir

Loss of public transport

Poor maintenance of the roads and footpaths

Character of the Village being lost by poor new development

Lack of support for the disabled, elderly or single mothers

Quality of the public services provided

Character of the Village being spoilt by too much street lighting

Other things that concern you:

Please tick your age group:
Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE 

TIME TO ANSWER THESE 
QUESTIONS

Questionnaires
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The full results of the surveys are shown in Annex F. 

Two versions of the Parish Plan have been produced. A full version (this one) 
which has been issued to the organisations shown in the Distribution Section 
but which is available to all Village residents through the Parish Council Clerk 
and a shorter version which has been issued to all the households in 
Steventon. 

A summary Action Plan showing responsibilities, estimated costs and 
timescales has been published as a separate document which can be 
updated as required. This will be used for management and monitoring 
purposes.  

Thames Water have been considering plans to build a reservoir near 
Steventon and West Hanney since 1975. In 1985 they published a report 
based on a 2 year study which considered a number of possible sites but 
which concluded that `the Abingdon one is their best option`. 

Though the proposal was abandoned in 1993 by 1995 Thames Water had 
become concerned about the water supply over the next 20 years and the 
scheme was resurrected. 

Every five years Thames Water submit a Strategic Business Plan (SBP) to 
the regulator OFWAT covering their main investment requirements over the 
next 25 years but with emphasis on the immediate 5 year period. The plan 
submitted in April 2004 includes a proposal to provide a major new resource 
by 2020 and states that `the preferred option remains the reservoir south west 
of Abingdon, adjacent to Steventon`. Final determination of the SBP by 
OFWAT is due in November 2004 but it is known that they have reservations 
about Thames Water`s plans as they have a still unresolved high leakage rate 
from their distribution system. Resolving this leakage rate would either 
remove or at least delay the need for a new reservoir. 

The reservoir proposed is vast covering an area of 3.75km by 2.5km, this 
being greater than the size of any reservoir that has been built in this Country. 

Should OFWAT approve the SBP it will be at least 2 years before Thames 
Water are in a position to submit a Planning Application. Because of the scale 
and the controversial nature of the proposal it is virtually certain that the 
Planning Application will go to Public Inquiry at which supporters and 
opponents of the scheme will be able to give evidence to an Inspector who 
will then make his recommendation to the Government for approval or 
rejection. 

Thames Water`s Managing Director (currently John Sexton) has assured 
Steventon Parish Council, in writing, that if the proposal is pursued they are 
`committed to working with local communities in the development of their 
proposals`. 

Though final details of the proposed reservoir will not emerge until a Planning 
Application is submitted, based on information presented to date by Thames 
Water, the survey results show that many people in the Village are 
concerned. Particular areas of concern are: 

• Safety of the structure taking into account its vast size which is 
unprecedented in the UK; 

• Height of the reservoir which will have a very significant visual 
impact on the area; 

• Flooding due to the changed hydraulic pressure in the area; 

• Arrangements for the compulsory purchase of the properties that 
lie within the reservoir area; 

• Construction of the reservoir would take many years (possibly up 
to ten) and it is likely that Thames Water would ask for work to 
proceed on a continuous night and day basis. Heavy construction 
work is noisy, and noise carries, and hence there could be 
considerable environmental impact on the Village; 

• Large volumes of construction materials will be required and 
moving these to the site could have a considerable environmental 
impact on the Village though this will be minimised if suitable 
access arrangements are made before construction commences. 
If rail transport is used this may require increasing the rail system 
to four tracks; 

PROPOSED 
RESERVOIR 

FINDINGS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
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• Over and above the very large area of the reservoir itself very 
large areas of land will be required for construction purposes and 
this will have further significant effects on the area; 

• Wildlife and vegetation in the area will be significantly affected by 
the reservoir though some will adapt and new wildlife may be 
attracted to the area. 

Since the completion of the A34 bypass the overall volume of traffic in the 
area has increased significantly and as a result the volume of traffic through 
the Village has increased. Furthermore in the event of any problems on the 
A34 traffic is diverted through the Village. 

The results of the questionnaires showed very clearly that traffic issues are a 
major concern to the people of Steventon with the following being highlighted 
as the major problems: 

• Speed of traffic particularly in the High Street, on Hanney Road 
and along the Causeway. Speeds of up to 80 mph in 30 mph 
zones have been recorded using the Speed Indicator Device 
(SID); 

• Use of short cuts during the rush hours especially along the Folly, 
St Michael`s Way, Stonebridge Road and the Causeway and the 
speed of traffic along these short cuts; 

• Difficulties for pedestrians, particularly school children, mothers 
with prams and the elderly crossing the High Street and the 
Hanney Road safely. The opening of the new Co-op in the High 
Street and the adjacent Sandwich Bar has significantly increased 
the number of pedestrians needing to cross the High Street; 

• Volume and weight of the traffic in the Village exacerbated by the 
increased use of the Steventon Storage Depot on the Hanney 
Road. In 1996 the peak traffic flow along the Hanney Road was 
some 600 vehicles per hour and this has now increased to about 
1,200 vehicles per hour. This higher figure is, however, somewhat 
distorted since peak flows of 200 vehicles per hour have been 
recorded taking shortcuts; 

• Problems with vehicles turning out of the Hanney Road into the 
High Street which is encouraging the use of short cuts; 

• Safety of cyclists turning right at the traffic lights at the top of 
Steventon Hill as the junction is too narrow for them to be in the 
middle of two lanes when HGVs are moving up the inside lane; 

• Delays at the traffic lights at the top of Steventon Hill as HGVs 
frequently block both lanes due to the width of the junction; 

• Vehicles, including HGVs, parking on the pavements on a number 
of roads in the Village but particularly the High Street. Pedestrians, 
mothers with prams and the disabled in wheelchairs frequently 
have to resort to the use of the road with the often high speed 
traffic; 

• Vehicles parking on the pavement adjacent to the Co-op in the 
High Street which prevents delivery lorries using the unloading bay 
with the result that the road is reduced to one lane with 
consequent congestion; 

• Illegal use of the Steventon Storage depot by a number of HGVs. 

In common with many areas of the UK the results of the questionnaire 
showed that there was very real concern with the amount of theft and 
vandalism in the Village. It is noticeable that whilst all age groups expressed 
concern this is highest amongst the over 60s and the various businesses in 
the Village. There was concern about the amount and effectiveness of the 
policing provided by Thames Valley Police. 

TRAFFIC 
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Over a three month period the Thames Valley Police records showed the 
following incidents in the Village: 

• Burglary from Dwellings     5 

• Burglary from Other Premises    5 

• Motor Transport Thefts     3 

• Criminal Damage      6 

• Other       6 

• Total     25 

Though where arrests have been made information on who was involved 
could not be disclosed, it is understood that very few of the incidents involved 
Village people as the offender. 

There is frequent coverage in the media about `bogus tradesmen` who take 
advantage of people, particularly the elderly and those living alone. This was 
also an area of concern for the people of the Village. 

Whilst Thames Valley Police emphasised that in terms of the number of 
incidents over a three month period Steventon is far better than many other 
Villages in the area this is of no comfort to those who have been involved and 
hence crime and vandalism is a major issue which must be addressed in the 
Parish Plan. 

There is also concern amongst the people of the Village about the following 
anti-social, if not actual crime activities: 

• The perceived use of drugs and perhaps even drug trafficking; 

• Graffitti; 

• General litter; 

• Fly tipping, though this is more in the immediate proximity of the 
Village than in the Village itself; 

• Fly posting to advertise businesses and events, particularly when 
they are left up for long periods of time, often way after the events 
to which they relate; 

• Dog fouling. 

Due to other priorities and illness Thames Valley Police did not have a `Beat 
Officer` in Steventon for a considerable period of time during 2003 and early 
2004, and this is considered by the majority of the people in the Village to be 
a major factor in the problems being experienced. 

It was also evident from a number of replies to the survey that many people 
did not always report what they thought were suspicious incidents because 
they were not certain and did not want to `waste Police time`. 

The results of the surveys showed that a high proportion of the residents of 
Steventon put the lack of `affordable` housing as one of their top concerns. 

Property prices in the Steventon area are high and most people on low 
incomes, which includes many of the young people in their first jobs, find it 
impossible to get on the property ladder or have long waits for rented Council 
property, if they are lucky enough to get one. 

The Thatcher Government`s policy of selling off Council houses to existing 
tenants at discounted rates benefited some but seriously affected the number 
of `affordable` rented properties now available, since 50% of the tenants 
exercised their right to buy. 

The present situation in Steventon is that the Vale Housing Association have 
taken over the Vale District Council`s rented homes. 

The present rented accommodation, houses/bungalows, in the Village is: 

• Vale Housing Association   95 

• Sovereign Housing     7 

• Privately Rented    15 

In addition Sovereign Housing have 7 shared equity houses. 

All the rented property has a very low turnover of tenants. 

The present Government has attempted to address the problem of 
`affordable` housing by two means: 

1. By obliging developers to provide a proportion of `low cost` 
properties in any new development; 

2. By allowing development in areas not normally permitted for `low 
cost` housing under a `rural exception policy`. A Section 106  
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Agreement ensures that such housing (usually rented and 
administered by a Housing Association) is available in 
perpetuity as `low cost` housing. The process is stringent 
and relies for its success on the availability of land for 
housing at `agricultural` prices. The difficulty is finding 
suitable sites and the willingness of local landowners to sell 
at `agricultural` prices and/or allow the land to be used for 
housing. 

Though the number is decreasing, for a variety of reasons, there are in 
Steventon a significant number of families who have lived here for many 
years, in some cases generations. Whilst not all the children of these, and 
other families, wish to live in the Village many do, and the lack of `affordable` 
housing is making this impossible with consequent erosion of the community 
environment. 

As is stated in the `Planning Section` individual developments in Steventon 
are limited to 9 properties of which a minimum of 4 must be `affordable`.

The results of the questionnaires showed that just over 47% of the people of 
the Village felt that some `Planning Approvals Ignore Village Views`.  

In order to put Planning Approvals into the context in which they are being 
made it is necessary to consider the Vale of White Horse District Council 
Local Plan 2011, the First Deposit of which was made in November 2002 and 
the Second Deposit of which is imminent. 

The key points of the `Local Plan` are:

General Locational Policy 
The General Locational Strategy is to allow small scale development within 
built-up areas of the villages, provided that important areas of open land and 
their rural character are protected. It is stated that: `Villages are generally not 
sustainable locations for new development in that most people will be likely to 
travel by car to jobs and services.` The council recognises, however, that 
some limited development can be acceptable and can help to maintain lovely 
village communities and existing services. Using small sites within villages, 
particularly areas of previously developed land, can also help to reduce the 
need to build on Greenfield sites elsewhere.` 

New Housing Development
Steventon is classified in the Local Plan as a larger village and Policy H10 
states that new housing development will be limited to infilling, minor 
development and re-development of up to 9 dwellings. This is provided that 
the development does not harm the character of the village.  

Policy H12 clearly states that applications will not be permitted outside the 
built-up area of the village with the exception of providing rural housing or 
agricultural enterprise.

Efficient Use of Land
The Local Plan states that `the Council will encourage the efficient use of land 
and buildings for housing purposes through a range of policies such as 
subdivision of existing dwellings, enabling the change of use of existing 
dwellings and using previously developed land for housing development.`  

Policy H14 states that `houses should generally be built at more than 30 
dwellings per hectare.`

Widening Housing Opportunity
Policy H15 states that `the Council will require that on sites accommodating 4 
or more dwellings at least 50% of the dwellings should have 2 bedrooms or 
less` and Policy H16 states that `the Council will require that 50% of the 
dwellings on developments of 4 or more dwellings are affordable to local 
people.` The policy also requires that the housing should remain `affordable` 
for local people in the long term and the Council will impose conditions or 
seek legal agreement to ensure this. Item 8.7 of the Local Plan recognises 
that the only way affordable housing can be delivered in the Vale is through 
reduced land values obtained through the planning system, together with 
grants from Housing Corporations. Rental and shared equity housing options 
also provide `affordable` housing.

PLANNING ISSUES 

Green Close development
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Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites
Policy H17 states that `small scale affordable housing schemes may be 
permitted within and on the edges of villages on sites which would not 
otherwise be acceptable providing it is with the Parish Council agreement and 
they are occupied by local people.` Typical developments will be of 6 
dwellings and Green Close is an example. 

Steventon Storage Facility
Policy E16 states `At Steventon Storage Facility proposals for new buildings, 
increases in overall floorspace or changes of use will not be permitted. The 
Council will seek complete cessation of business use and clearance and 
restoration of the site by permitting an alternative site to be developed.` 

A large part of Steventon is designated as a `Conservation Area`. This 
encircles the Large and Small Greens, the entire length of the Causeway 
including the many listed buildings and extends to the boundary of the 
cemetery and south eastwards to King`s Lane. 

Also listed are the former railway yard and the `Brunel` houses. 

Building work and work on the many trees in the Village are both subject to 
Planning Approvals from the Vale of White Horse District Council. 

Footpaths and Bridleways
There is a good network of foothpaths and bridleways around Steventon. It is 
possible to go to Milton, East Hendred and West Hendred Villages without 
going on a road. Drayton is linked to Steventon by a pavement rather than a 
footpath. 

For the most part the footpaths are well used although access from Steventon 
Hill across the field to Deanes Hill, the `Trig` point and down to Stocks Lane is 
quite steep and not well signposted. Access from Hill Farm over the 
footbridge to East Hendred is quite overgrown but just passable. A 
`permissive` footpath, by arrangement with Mr A Binning, gives a longer 
circular walk above the Village. 

A footpath along Featherbed Lane would give direct access to the Ridgeway. 

Cycleways
The Oxfordshire Cycleway links nearby Villages by roads which are often 
narrow and dangerous for cyclists. 

Trees
The Copse, to the south of Castle Street, is an important area of woodland 
[Annex J] and is used by many local residents. It is owned by the Parish 
Council who are responsible for maintaining the trees and footpaths. 

The Steventon Community Woodlands, just off the Abingdon Road, whilst 
having relatively recently been planted is another important woodland area. 

There are many trees around the Greens, along the Causeway and at the 
Church that are important to the character of the Village. 

The Causeway
The ancient Causeway is a raised tree lined footpath which runs from the 
eastern boundary of the Village to the western boundary. It is in the care of 
the trustees of the Steventon Parochial Charities. The Causeway trees are 
inspected annually by the trustees and the Vale of White Horse District 
Council and any necessary maintenance work, felling or new planting is 
carried out. 

Recently two sections of the `pitchings` which form the Causeway have been 
relaid  thus making walking easier but also to excellent visual effect. 

The Greens
The Village Green  [Annex J] is in effect divided by the Abingdon Road to give 
the `Small Green` and the `Large Green` both in the care of the Parish 
Council. 

The Large Green is a recreational area where cricket and football are played 
and where events such as the annual Church Fete are held. The Village Hall 
and a Sports Pavilion are situated on the Large Green. 

The Small Green is used by a Fair which visits the Village at least once a 
year. 

ENVIRONMENT 
AND SERVICES 

Steventon Community Woodlands

The Large Green

Steventon Storage Facility 
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Trees, mainly horse chestnuts, line the Large Green along the side of the 
Abingdon Road with mainly limes around the Small Green. 

Allotments
Though due to lack of need some allotment land in Steventon has been sold 
there is still an extensive area of allotments along the Causeway.  

Watercourses
The Ginge Brook and a number of other streams and ditches combine to 
provide crucial drainage to the low lying areas of Steventon, though even with 
them some flooding does occur at times of heavy rainfall. 

The water in the Ginge Brook and the other streams is generally clean and 
supports a variety of wildlife including water voles, several types of fish, 
moorhens and a lively duck population. 

Pollution
Vehicle pollution in the buit-up areas of the Hanney Road, the Causeway and 
the High Street can be severe particularly during the morning and evening 
rush hours and affects both residents and pedestrians. 

The A34 is now a very heavily used road with significant amounts of traffic 
using it right through the night. Noise pollution from the A34 is significant, 
particularly in those areas of the Village closest to it. 

The frequent high speed trains and heavy goods trains passing through the 
Village cause respectively significant noise pollution and vibration and the 
latter could have a detrimental effect on the historic buildings of the Village. 

Refuse and Recycling
The Vale of White Horse District Council operate a `green box` scheme for 
recyclable waste which is widely used and successful. A scheme to provide a 
composting facility on the allotments is well advanced. 

Whilst facilities for it are provided dog mess is an on-going problem in the 
Village in open spaces, on the pavements and particularly in the Steventon 
Community Woodland, which is not overlooked by houses. 

Public Meeting Places
As well as the Village Hall, which is covered separately, the Village has a 
number of other facilities which are used for meetings, these include: 

• St Michael`s Church Hall; 

• The Methodist Chapel Hall; 

• The School Hall. 

Services
Though through lack of use, or financial viability, a number of services have 
been lost in the Village in recent years Steventon is still better served than 
many villages. Services which are available include: 

• A new larger Co-op which also includes a Post Office; 

• Three pubs all of which provide food and two of which provide bed 
and breakfast accommodation; 

• The Lantern and Blue Ginger restaurants, the latter of which also 
provides take-away food; 

• The `Munchies` sandwich shop; 

• A small `haberdashery` shop which sells clothes, some shoes, 
sewing materials etc. This shop is also extensively used for 
advertising Village events; 

• Ladies and gentlemens hairdressing shop and a mobile mens 
hairdresser which visits the Village every two weeks; 

• A mobile library which visits every two weeks; 

• A bakery; 

• A veterinary practice; 

• A number of bed and breakfast establishments. 

Bus Services
During the daytime there is a half hourly bus service, operated by the Oxford 
Bus Company, from Didcot to Oxford and return which passes through 
Steventon. Thus it is possible to get to Oxford and the mainline railway station 
in Didcot with services to London, Bristol and the north. 
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Since the Stagecoach bus service through Steventon was withdrawn buses 
only go via St Michael`s Way in the evening and at weekends. This is 
particularly problematic as many elderly people live at that end of the Village. 

There are no bus services back to Steventon in the late evening. 

Utilities
Steventon is connected to all the usual utilities, however not all the properties 
in the Village have a gas supply available. Service ducts for `cable` services 
have been installed and broadband internet access is available. 

The main utility problem is in respect of the electricity supply. The Village and 
most of the properties in it are supplied by overhead cables which are 
adversely affected by bad weather resulting in more frequent power cuts than 
are really acceptable particularly as these adversely affect businesses and 
those who work from home and rely on computer systems. 

Steventon Allotments and Relief in Need Charity
Following the sale of some of the allotment land in the Village, which provided 
significant capital, the Steventon Allotments and Relief in Need Charity was 
constituted under a Scheme of Administration in 1987. The three principal 
requirements of the scheme, which the Trustees must follow are: 

• To maintain the properties owned by the Charity; 

• To seek and relieve cases of individual and general need amongst 
those living in the Parish of Steventon; 

• Surplus income may be applied for the general benefit of the 
people of the Village although certain restrictions must be 
observed.  

A yearly report is prepared and sent to the Parish Council who appoint a 
number of the Trustees. The report is available for all who wish to see it. At 
present the annual report does not include a `reserves policy` or a statement 
of expected expenditure for the forthcoming year. 

The Great Western Railway came to Steventon in June 1840 as part of 
Brunel`s ground-breaking enterprise to link London and Bristol. 

As railways became a major form of transport the number of trains increased 
and by the middle of the 20

th
 century there were as many as 200 trains per 

day passing through Steventon, day and night. 

The railway line bisects Steventon and there are two level crossings, one in 
Stocks Lane and one in the Causeway. The benefit of having a station in 
Steventon was lost in 1964. 

In the mid 1960s the present colour-light signalling system, controlled from 
Swindon, was introduced and in the 1970s the present half barriers were 
installed. 

Because modern trains have become much larger and faster their stopping 
distance can be up to four miles and hence the signalmen are obliged, for 
safety reasons, to lower the barriers when the trains are still this distance from 
the Village. Not infrequently, nowadays, road users and pedestrians may 
have to wait for as long as 25 minutes whilst an `interlocking` succession of 
trains pass from both directions, furthermore there are a considerable number 
of trains per day. For those living south of the line, and the many businesses 
south of the line, this poses a severe inconvenience. A survey carried out 
from 07.00 to 19.00 hours on 1

st
 October 2004 showed: 

• Average number of trains per hour    9.8 

• Peak number of trains per hour    12 

• Average time barriers were closed in an hour (mins)  26.6 

• Max. time the barriers were closed in an hour (mins)  33 

• Max. time the barriers were closed (mins)   11 

• Min. time the barriers were closed (mins)     2

There is also major concern that emergency vehicles, ambulances and fire 
engines, may be held up with severe consequences. There is the old Station  

Road which in effect by-passes the level crossings but this is narrow and 
undeveloped so it is badly pitted with pot-holes and egress from it into 
Steventon Hill is difficult and potentially dangerous. Apart from these 
problems the use of Station Road by emergency vehicles is complicated by 
the fact that they do not know when the level crossings are closed and hence 
when its use might be appropriate. 

THE RAILWAY 
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The present level crossing system is part automatic and part manual and is 
part controlled by the signalman in the box at the Causeway crossing and part 
by the central signal box in Swindon. Long closures occur when very slow 
goods trains are `parked` to allow fast trains to pass and then have to get 
moving again which takes several minutes. 

The barriers at the Stocks Lane crossing frequently fail and there is no way 
that anyone waiting there can communicate with the signal box at the 
Causeway or elsewhere. This is potentially dangerous as there have been 
occasions when only one of the two barriers has been lowered. There are 
also occasions when the Stocks Lane barriers are not raised even though 
those in the Causeway have been, thus causing further inconvenience to the 
people of the Village. 

The actual surface of the crossings, particularly the one at Stocks Lane are 
very uneven making them very uncomfortable for all users, particularly those 
with push chairs/baby buggies, wheelchairs etc. 

Whilst the safety of trains, road vehicles and pedestrians must be of 
paramount importance it is difficult to believe that the railway crossings in 
Steventon are being operated to minimise the inconvenience to the people of 
the Village and there is very real concern about the provisions for emergency 
vehicles. 

A high proportion of the Village people, in all age groups, considered the poor 
state of the roads and pavements in Steventon to be one of their more serious 
concerns. 

Particularly areas of concern are: 

• Poor maintenance of the roads with pot-holes posing a danger to 
cyclists and potential damage to vehicles. Until the recent repairs 
St Michael`s Way was a particular example of how bad things 
could get before any action was taken; 

• Poor maintenance of the pavements causing tripping dangers to 
all users, but particularly the elderly, and problems for push chair 
and wheelchair users; 

• When utilities dig up the road for whatever reason the 
reinstatement is often poor; 

• Lack of pavements in particular areas, especially the Hanney 
Road; 

• Damage to pavements caused by large HGVs which cannot 
negotiate some corners without going onto the footpath; 

• Important road signs, such as 30mph signs, being obscured by 
foliage; 

• Poor maintenance of street/road nameplates. In some cases they 
are almost unreadable even in daylight. At night this could impact 
on the response of emergency vehicles; 

• Despite assurances that faulty street lights will be repaired in 5 
working days the response is often poor. In one instance a fault 
reported by the Parish Council took over three weeks to repair.  

Steventon is quite well served by its present education and leisure facilities 
and these are supplemented by a range of recreational opportunities led by 
dedicated volunteers who serve and support the community. 

Pre-school Facilities 
There is in Steventon a good `Mothers and Toddlers Group` which meets in 
the Village Hall weekly. This is run by volunteers who are mostly parents, with 
the more elderly people making tea and coffee, so that the parents can chat 
and look after the children. 

Play Group
For the slightly older pre-school children there is a  successful `Play Group` 
which has its own building adjacent to the school. This is run as a business, 
although its Committee is elected, with the parents paying per session.  

St Michael`s Church of England Primary School
In many ways St Michael`s Primary School is the heart of the Village. It is a 
grant aided Church of England School. It has a Board of Governors, which  
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consists of foundation, staff, community and parent governors. At present the 
roll is approximately 135 children. 

There have been major additions and improvements to the buildings very 
recently to accommodate a rising number of children and to conform to higher 
health and safety requirements. 

The school is proud to be part of the community and the children entertain the 
Darby and Joan Club in the Village Hall and at school twice a year. Visits to 
and activities in the Parish Church including services and plays encourage 
parents to become involved. 

There are many after school activities for those who wish to join. 

Out of School Care and Activities for Younger 
Children
St Michael`s school already provides a wide range of after school activities for 
the children who attend. They are also currently consulting parents on the 
issue of providing `After School Care` for children which would provide 
support for working parents. The School also has the potential as a venue for 
`Holiday Playschemes`. However, if any such scheme were to run it would 
need a qualified supervisor and other qualified staff. It would also need to be 
registered with and inspected by Ofsted. Unless it were possible to find 
suitable volunteers staff would have to be employed on a paid basis. 

Secondary Schools
There are no secondary schools in the Village and the children move to 
schools in Abingdon or Didcot. School buses are provided.

Adult Education
Adult education is available in Abingdon, Didcot and Wantage. WEA classes 
have been proposed in the Village in the past but the uptake was 
disappointing. 

`Adult and Community Learning` based in Didcot can provide courses to the 
Village if there is sufficient interest. These courses are provided on a paid for 
basis and hence cost is a determining factor on the number of people who 
might apply. 

Abingdon College would also be prepared to provide courses but again their 
viability would depend on the numbers wishing to enrol. 

Music 
The Steventon Choral Society is very active and popular and holds regular 
concerts, and occasionally supports the Church choir. 

Facilities for Young People
For those who wish to be involved there is `Rainbows` which is for young 
girls, this leads to `Brownies` which meet weekly in the Church Hall. The 
nearest `Girl Guides` is in Abingdon. More leaders are required as is the case 
with so many voluntary roles. 

For young boys there is `Cubs` and `Scouts`. 

The Group of Churches has tried to promote youth activities for 11 year olds 
upwards. They have organised and purchased a bus, the DAMASCUS Bus, 
which visits five Parishes for one night a week. Adult involvement is still 
needed. 

There are no other Youth Activities in the Village mainly because of the lack 
of people to run them. It is recognised that if more activities for the youth were 
available this may reduce the level of anti-social behaviour. The young people 
have asked for a Skateboard Park and if a site can be found, away from 
residential property, this would be popular. No funding is currently available. 

Sports Facilities
There is a large recreational area on the Village Green. This is used mainly by 
the football and cricket clubs who have a pavilion there. The sports clubs play 
a vital role in the life of the Village. 

The School also runs a number of teams. 

There is a tarmac `kick-about` area and a range of childrens` play facilities 
adjacent to the allotments, most of these are popular and well used. 

During the winter months `Short Mat Bowls` is played in the Village Hall and 
the players are part of a local league. 
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Proposals were made for a tennis court about 15 years ago but this came to 
nothing because of opposition. Planning Regulations for such facilities are 
now easier and hence provision of a tennis court might be possible. 

The Parish Council was asked to provide a site for a Bowling Green on the 
Village Green. Those making the request eventually decided to go to a 
neighbouring village, which offered a good solution. The sport does, however, 
involve many people in the Village. 

A Sports Hall and Swimming Pool has been suggested for the Village but 
these would be very expensive and not economically viable. Facilities are 
available in Abingdon, Didcot and Wantage. 

Village Groups
There are many other Village groups reflecting a healthy demand and level of 
commitment by those who run them.  

Dancing of some form or another takes place in the Village Hall on several 
days in the week. The Darby and Joan is a model of its kind and plays a huge 
part in the lives of the elderly. In a similar way the Steventon Friendly 
Association and Royal British Legion provide support, interest and activity. 

Churches
The Parish Church is St Michael and All Angels. It has on its electoral roll 
about 80 people and regular services are held by the Vicar or Reader 
(Licensed Lay Minister, Oxford). Although congregation size varies the 
Church community is quite strong: organ playing, choir, bell ringing, flower 
arranging, cleaning and administration all contribute to it. Like the School the 
Church is a fundamental part of the Village. 

The Methodist Chapel is supported by a dedicated group of people. Joint 
activities are regularly held with the Parish Church. 

In any village there is a need for various people and organisations to be able 
to communicate with each other. To enable everyone to take advantage of 
what the village has to offer, and also to have a say in what happens within 
their community, there needs to be efficient means of communication 
between all the various parties. As far as possible the various means of 
communication need to be up to date, comprehensive, and to reach 
everyone, without being too much of a burden to maintain. There also needs 
to be efficient means of communication between the village and the wider 
community.  

The types of information that need to be communicated between various 
parties can be grouped as indicated below: 

• Villagers being kept informed about general relevant news (e.g. 
date of the next NSPCC pantomime); 

• Villagers having access to information on local organisations and 
the facilities that they provide (e.g. contact details for SARINC and 
details of what they do); 

• Village organisations keeping members and others informed 
about, what they are doing and forthcoming events (e.g. Parish 
Council news and forthcoming meetings); 

• Local businesses promoting themselves within the village and the 
wider community (e.g. Bed and Breakfast establishments); 

• Access to information on services provided locally outside the 
village (e.g. bus services and timetables); 

• Access to national services (e.g. internet, cable TV). 

At present the above types of information are communicated by the 
following means: 

• Word of mouth – A village community with many active 
organisations and events going on will have a very effective 
`grapevine` that will keep a large part of the community informed 
on a wide range of issues. However, there will always be a 
significant number of people who for example through infirmity or 
possibly working outside the Village are not normally part of this 
network; 

• Village notice board – located at present outside the `Old Co-op` 
on the Causeway. This is accessible to anyone who gets out and 
about. It has a limited amount of space, and will only be seen by  

COMMUNICATIONS 

Steventon News 
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those who walk past it. Its present location is no longer such a 
focal point in the Village; 

• Steventon News – by far the most comprehensive method for 
transfer of information within the village at present. Now in its 38th 
year the Steventon News is produced and distributed monthly free 
of charge to all households within the Village. It provides useful 
information from the various organisations within the Village, such 
as the Churches, Parish Council, School, clubs and societies, but 
it depends heavily for its value as a good communication medium 
on contributions from all sections of the community. It also prints 
contributions from private individuals who air their views in public 
or just convey their thanks for support from other Villagers. Many 
local companies use it to promote their services to Villagers, and 
this is also its main source of income. It relies heavily on the 
unpaid help of a large number of volunteers including the editor, 
printers collators and distributors, who ensure that a monthly 
edition is produced without fail, to all households. The material 
costs are covered by the advertising revenue, and it is printed on 
equipment that is owned by the organisation. The whole business 
of producing the Steventon News is in itself an important social 
activity, and includes many people who gain satisfaction and 
enjoyment from being part of it; 

• Advertising via Yellow pages etc – traditional forms of advertising 
are the means by which many people still access the services they 
need to purchase, and also the way in which others promote the 
services they wish to supply to people within our community. It is 
becoming less important as other means such as the internet gain 
in importance. It is also an area where we as a community have 
very little influence. 

• Internet, Cable TV etc – now that the village is connected to an up 
to date exchange all households have potential access to the 
internet, including broadband connection. The advent of satellite 
receivers and digital TV means that cable access to all houses is 
not a high priority issue. The only real issue coming out of the 
survey is that a limited number of people suggested that a Village 
Website would be useful to them. Even though the response to 
this need was limited, the area of internet usage is becoming more 
and more a part of our lives. Therefore it is an area where we 
could be more proactive. There was no associated interest 
indicated in the surveys, in the Village providing access to the 
internet by providing a terminal for public use. There are many 
issues involved, such as being able to provide sufficient public 
access as well as security for the computer equipment needed. It 
is probable that most households who require internet access will 
provide it for themselves, and those that may need it very 
occasionally, will have access at work or via friends, neighbours or 
public libraries. 

Steventon is fortunate in having a Village Hall that is regarded by many as 
one of the best in the area, if not the best. It is not only much used by the 
Village clubs and organisations but is also a popular venue for wedding 
receptions, parties and organisations outside the Village. 

Due to the demand for the use of the Main Hall a second hall, the Millennium 
Room, has just been added with financial help from the Millennium 
Commission. With only one hall, bookings frequently had to be refused and 
also some groups found the Main Hall too large. The Millennium Room will 
eliminate both these problems. 

The hall is managed by a Village Hall Committee which includes 
representatives from all the main clubs and organisations in the Village as 
well as the Parish Council. 

VILLAGE HALL 
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Steventon is an attractive village with a wide range of facilities on offer. It 
has a number of public houses offering good food and drink, and pleasant 
gardens. Some also offer accommodation. It has restaurants, sandwich bar, 
bakery and a well stocked Co-op. There is a range of places offering bed 
and breakfast, and a farm site for tents and touring caravans. Beside all this it 
has the attraction of a picturesque waterfall and a brook with ducks to feed. 
There is a well-equipped play area, basketball area and an attractive green 
where the Village Hall and sports club are situated. There is also the historic Church, 
the Priory which is privately owned and Priory Cottages owned by The 
National Trust. Along the Causeway there are many fine medieval timber 
framed houses. 

Steventon has a number of public footpaths to be enjoyed by ramblers that 
give access through fields to Milton and Hendred and also a copse to be 
enjoyed by all. 

Situated on the Village Green there is an attractive Village Hall with a main 
Hall, including a stage, that can accommodate 150 people and the Millennium 
Room that can accommodate 60 people. The Hall as well as providing a 
much used facility for the people of Steventon also attracts many people to 
the Village for a variety of events such as wedding receptions and childrens` 
parties. 

Some of the business people using the local pubs and bed and breakfast 
establishments who might stay for several nights take the opportunity to 
explore the Village and its surrounding areas. 

Every year a weekend musical festival, `Truck` is held in the Village and this 
again attracts many visitors some of whom wish to explore the attractions of 
Steventon. 

The Vale of White Horse District Council have published a number of notes 
regarding Tourism and these are included as Annex G. 

For Steventon, as with any other village, to be an effective and cohesive 
community it is important that there are democratic processes and that these 
are transparent and seen to be working. 

Though the running of any organisation in the Village can have an effect on 
the local population the four main bodies which can have a significant effect 
are: 

• The Parish Council; 

• The Steventon Allotments and Relief in Need Charity; 

• The Village Hall Committee; 

• The Board of School Governors.  

The efficient running of these bodies depends not only on having 
democratically elected representatives but also representatives who: 

• Are sufficiently dedicated and have the time to make a significant 
contribution to the work of the organisation; 

• Have the skills necessary to carry out the functions required; 

• Are seen by the people of the Village to be people who can be 
trusted and are able to meet the above requirements.

One of the aims of the Steering Committee was to involve as many people of 
the Village, of all ages groups, in the production of the Parish Plan. 
Approximately 135 children, the majority from the Village, attend the local 
Church of England Primary School and hence it was decided to find ways of 
involving them in planning for Steventon`s future. 

It was, therefore, decided to build a model of the Village (1,800mm by 
1,800mm) which could be used not only to show existing features but also 
those that are included in the Plan, such as the locations of pedestrian 
crossings and chicanes.  

It has been agreed by the Village Hall Committee that the model can be 
permanently displayed in the Village Hall for which the Steering Committee 
extend their thanks. In this location it will be of constant interest to the people 
of Steventon but will also be of use and interest to the many visitors to the 
Village that use the Hall. 

The Steering Committee express their thanks to the many children who have 
worked so hard to produce such a fine model, to Sarah Blizard who directed 
and encouraged their work and to Sue Brownless the Headteacher who first 
suggested the model.
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MODEL OF STEVENTON OXFORDSHIRE 2004
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The proposals for a massive reservoir adjacent to Steventon, if carried 
through, would hugely alter the Village both during and after construction. For 
this reason it is probably more important than any other topic, however, it may 
or may not happen. 

If Thames Water`s plans for a reservoir in the Steventon area develop up to 
the point at which they are finalised with the submission of a Planning 
Application there will be much more information upon which to form opinions. 
The Plan must, therefore, be for the Parish Council to: 

1. Liaise very closely with Thames Water to keep up to date with 
their proposals; 

2. Regularly update the people of the Village and obtain a consensus 
view, for or against,  as far as is possible. 

With the wider considerations the views of the people of Steventon can then 
be taken into account in making a final decision. The Parish Plan needs to 
consider three scenarios, namely: 

1. There are widespread objections such that the Parish Council 
must mount objections at the Public Inquiry; 

2. That despite the Parish Council`s objections the scheme is 
approved and it needs to be clear what `planning gain` the Village 
would require; 

3. Even with support for the proposal maximum `planning gain` is still 
appropriate. 

Possible grounds for objection to the reservoir include: 

• It would not be required if Thames Water fixed their leaks; 

• Safety because of its size for which there is no precedent in the 
UK; 

• Unsuitable geology and the potential for increased flooding; 

• Unacceptable environmental impact during construction due to 
noise, dust etc; 

• Unacceptable environmental impact during construction due to 
material movements and inadequate road and/or rail 
infrastructure; 

• Unacceptable environmental impact on watercourses, flora and 
fauna; 

• Compulsory purchase arrangements are not acceptable; 

• Reduction in the value of adjacent properties that are not 
compulsorily purchased. 

The Parish Council will require `expert evidence` to satisfactorily present 
these arguments at a Public Inquiry and this will require a number of 
consultants, at considerable expense.  

1. The Parish Council must, therefore, put in place a financial 
strategy to cover these costs. 

Should Planning Permission be granted, despite any objections that might be 
made by the Parish Council, then it is essential that the Parish Council have 
plans to ensure that: 

2. Acceptable plans are put in place to cover constructional safety 
and environmental issues during construction and operation; 

3. The reservoir is operated and maintained in a safe manner with 
the least impact on the Village; 

4. A replacement for the Hanney Road should be provided and be 
`extensively calmed` to prevent dangerous speeds being achieved 
by traffic; 

5. Acceptable arrangements are made to cater for the traffic that 
would otherwise use the Hanney Road; 

6. Construction traffic is not allowed to pass through Steventon 
Village. This will require the completion of satisfactory access 
routes before any construction work is started on the reservoir 
itself; 

7. Fair and acceptable arrangements are made in respect of 
compulsory purchases and other compensation; 

THE ACTION PLAN 
PROPOSED 
RESERVOIR 

General area of the proposed 
Reservoir
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8. Construction companies are required to make the maximum 
possible use of local labour and suppliers and hence make the 
greatest possible contribution to the local economy; 

9. The design of the reservoir is such that it provides the maximum 
benefits and minimum disruption to the local community; 

10. There is full discussion between the Parish Council and Thames 
Water (and any other stakeholders) to assess all the implications 
of the development and what `planning gain` (compensation to the 
Village) is appropriate taking into account the scale and timescale 
for the construction of the reservoir. 

The Didcot Integrated Transport Strategy, which includes the Steventon area, 
has for some time been reviewing traffic problems and solutions and the 
Steventon Parish Council have already had a number of discussions with the 
leaders of this work and have made comments on the proposals being made. 
These discussions and comments have taken a strong line to try to ensure 
that the problems identified in Steventon are quickly and effectively dealt with. 

In the past the residents of Steventon have overwhelmingly rejected the use 
of `speed bumps` on the grounds of noise and vibration nuisance particularly 
in the case of HGVs and the increased pollution (exhaust gases) they are 
known to cause. 

The use of speed markings on the road, as used in Drayton, have been 
shown to have no marked effect. 

It should be noted that the Parish Council may in general only seek measures 
to increase traffic and pedestrian safety and not to actually reduce its volume. 

However, in the case of the Steventon Storage Facility the current owners, 
Milton Park Estates have recorded their intention to close the facility as soon 
as they can obtain approval to extend the Milton Park Estate, or obtain a 
suitable alternative site, and this would reduce the volume of traffic, 
particularly HGVs, through the Village. Equally preventing any illegal use of 
the facility will also help. 

Specific actions which are currently being pursued by the Parish Council, and 
will be pursued until they are resolved, include:  

1. Provision of a pedestrian controlled crossing in the High Street; 

2. Provision of a pedestrian controlled crossing in the Hanney Road; 

3. Installation of a chicane on the Hanney Road (near the access 
road to the sub-station) to reduce the speed of traffic entering the 
Village from that direction; 

4. Modifications to the junction of the Hanney Road and the High 
Street to reduce congestion; 

5. Pursuing with Milton Park Estates and the Vale of White Horse 
District Council the early closure of the Steventon Storage Facility; 

6. Working with the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency and 
Milton Park Estates to reduce/eliminate the illegal use of the 
Steventon Storage Facility; 

7. Working with Thames Valley Police to reduce/eliminate the 
parking of vehicles on pavements; 

8. Use of `double yellow lines` in the High Street to improve safety 
and reduce congestion. 

Dependent on the success of these initiatives consideration will also be given 
to the following items: 

9. Speed reduction/control in the High Street for vehicles entering the 
Village from Steventon Hill; 

10. Pedestrian controlled crossing adjacent to the Village Hall; 

11. Measures to stop/restrict the use of short cuts; 

12. Speed restriction arrangements in Stocks Lane.

The surveys showed that over 70% of the residents of the Village considered 
that one of their highest requirements was to have an `Area Beat Officer` 
allocated to Steventon. After a gap of 9 months during 2003/2004 Steventon 
currently has an `Area Beat Officer` shared with Drayton and Sutton 
Courtenay. 

TRAFFIC 

CRIME AND 
VANDALISM 

Proposed location of the chicane in the 
Hanney Road 
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in the High Street 

Traffic congestion at the Hanney Road 
and High Street junction
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In order to help to reduce crime and vandalism in the Village, and perhaps 
more importantly to increase peoples sense of security, the following actions 
form part of the Parish Plan; 

1. Liaise with Thames Valley Police to ensure that a `Beat Officer` is 
always assigned to Steventon. During the preparation of the 
Parish Plan an officer has been assigned but action is needed to 
ensure that this situation is maintained; 

2. Set up regular visits of the `Area Beat Officer` to the Parish 
Council meetings and encourage members of the Village to attend 
and discuss concerns. Crime statistics for the Village should be 
made available at these meetings; 

3. Through notices and adverts in the Steventon News encourage 
people to report suspected crime, (including graffitti) suspicious 
incidents and suspicious traders to the Police; 

4. Promote a greater awareness and participation in `Neighbourhood 
Watch` schemes. There is no Village co-ordinator at the present 
time; 

5. Discourage door to door traders by displaying `We Do Not Buy or 
Sell at this Door` signs; 

6. Make use, where appropriate, of the new legislation covering fly 
posting; 

7. Use of `Crime Stopper` posters; 

8. Reduce litter and dog fouling. Notices should include the penalties 
which apply for non conformance. 

Some of these actions fall on the Parish Council where they will be actively 
pursued. Others, however, must be followed up by the people of the Village 
and this will be encouraged through posters and articles in the Steventon 
News. 

It is appreciated that it takes courage to approach or identify offenders. 

The provision of `affordable` housing in Steventon is a key issue, as shown by 
the surveys, to the people of Steventon. This will be addressed, largely by the 
Parish Council, by the following actions: 

1. Have a detailed `Housing Needs Survey` carried out by the 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council. This will identify not only 
immediate needs but longer term aspirations; 

2. Ensure, as far as possible, that any `affordable` housing that is 
built in the Village is taken over by the Vale Housing Association 
for future renting; 

3. Identify areas in the Village that are suitable for housing 
development, particularly `affordable` housing and encourage 
such building. During the preparation of the Parish Plan the Vale 
Housing Association visited the Village and considered that 
suitable areas are available. These will be the subject of ongoing 
discussions involving the Parish Council, the Vale of White Horse 
District Council and the landowners and hence it is not appropriate 
to identify them in the Plan. 

The need for `affordable` housing in Steventon is further confirmed by the 
Vale of White Horse District Council`s waiting list for rented properties. 

In terms of Planning Approvals the only actions required in the Parish Plan 
are: 

1. Ensure that all proposed developments meet the requirements of 
the Vale of White Horse District Council`s Local plan; 

2. Identify any possible `Rural Exception Sites` within the Village and 
work with the VOWHDC to develop them for affordable housing; 

3. Critically review any Planning Applications for non housing 
development e.g. the new Co-op to ensure that they are in-
keeping with the character of the Village and meet local needs and 
expectations; 

4. Encourage people to attend Parish Council Meetings to make their 
views on Planning Applications known; 

5. Where Planning Applications are not considered to be acceptable 
to vigorously oppose them by representation at the VOWHDC`s 
Development Control Committee Meetings; 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

PLANNING ISSUES 

Steventon`s Beat Officer PC Tracey 
Walker 

New houses in Timsbury Court 
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6. Ensure that no development is carried out in the following areas: 

• Large Green; 

• Small Green; 

• The Copse; 

• The Allotments; 

• Water Meadow at the Manor (site of the Granary); 

• South of Castle Street and Station Road; 

• As an extension of Pugsden Lane.

Steventon has much in the way of environment and services to be grateful for. 
The most important action for the Parish Plan is, therefore: 

1. To maintain what Steventon has already got. 

There are, however a range of actions that will help to enhance the 
environment and services, these are: 

Footpaths and Bridleways 
2. Provide a footpath along Featherbed Lane to give direct access to 

the Ridgeway; 

3. Ensure that footpaths and bridleways are properly maintained and 
well signposted. 

Cycleways
4. Provide a cycleway from Steventon to Milton for recreational use 

and as a route to the Milton Park Estate for work; 

5. Wherever possible take action to ensure that the safety of the 
cycleways is improved. 

Trees
6. Ensure that the many trees in the Village are assessed regularly 

and appropriate maintenance action carried out; 

7. For the older trees in the Village, such as the chestnuts around the 
Greens, produce a management plan including a strategy for 
replanting. Carry out the replanting strategy.

The Causeway
8. Obtain funding and refurbish the sections of the Causeway that 

still need to be done.

The Greens
9. Ensure that the Greens are maintained in their present excellent 

condition for recreational purposes; 

10. Ensure that any development on the Greens is appropriate to their 
use and value to the Village.

Allotments
11. Maintain the present allotment area for cultivation and prevent any 

further areas from being landscaped; 

12. Get the Steventon Allotments and Relief in Need Charity Trustees 
to produce a long term management plan for the allotments;

13. Encourage more Village people to take up allotments.

Water Courses
14. The many water courses are fundamental to preventing flooding in 

the Village and must be maintained. Where these are on private 
property the ownership and responsibility for maintenance should 
be clearly stated and agreed;

15. Carry out with the appropriate authorities a study to ascertain what 
measures could be taken to reduce the frequency and extent of 
flooding in the Village;

16. If appropriate implement the scheme identified by Action 15.

Pollution
17. When resurfacing of the A34 is next needed press for the use of 

`quiet tarmac` to reduce noise pollution in the Village; 

18. Though high speed trains through the Village will continue good 
maintenance of the track and the provision of noise screens in 

ENVIRONMENT 
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certain areas are needed to minimise the noise and vibration 
nuisance to the Village.

Refuse and Recycling
19. Provide more bins and notices to deal with the dog mess problem; 

20. Encourage the people of the Village to report persistent offenders. 

Services
21. Though the continued provision of services in the Village will 

depend on their economic viability some action can be taken to 
encourage businesses to remain in, or come to Steventon. 
Encouraging people to use local services will help to ensure that 
they remain.

Bus Services
22. Encourage people to use the bus through Steventon. Some of the 

recent losses have been due to them being under utilised; 

23. Though the Oxford Bus Company have previously refused to 
operate all their services through Steventon via St Michael`s Way 
this should be raised with them at every opportunity; 

24. Though utilisation may make it difficult to achieve attempt to get a 
late evening bus service to Steventon. Stagecoach used to 
operate a request service.

Utilities
25. Press for the reliability of the electrical supply to Steventon to be 

improved. In Sutton Coutenay, though still overhead, some 
supplies have been converted to insulated cables which improves 
reliability; 

26. Carry out a survey to establish the requirements for further 
properties to be connected to the gas and if the demand is high 
enough get Transco to connect them.

Steventon Allotments and Relief in Need Charity
27. Ensure that a long term plan for the management of the allotments 

is produced and agreed with the Parish Council;

28. A `Reserves` policy needs to be formulated. This will require the 
future income expectations to be balanced by planned 
expenditure.

The railway line through Steventon is the main line from Bristol to London and 
is here to stay. It is part of the character of the Village. It is also likely that with 
time train speeds will increase, and hence stopping distances increase, with 
the potential for longer delays at the crossings which cut off the south of the 
Village. 

The alternatives to the level crossings would be an over bridge or an 
underpass. These have, however, been ruled out as being totally 
impracticable without destroying the historic nature of the Village as they 
would need to start so far back from the railway line. They would also be very 
expensive. 

The stretch of line passing through Steventon between Didcot and Grove has 
only two tracks whereas the remainder of the route has four. This bottleneck 
causes a great deal of traffic congestion with goods trains having to stop 
before fast trains can overtake. As a result the level crossings are closed for 
longer periods. 

The basis of the Parish Plan proposal is, therefore, to maintain the all 
important safety of the system but at the same time to address the following 
problems: 

� Acceptable access for emergency vehicles to those premises 
south of the line; 

� Minimising the delays and inconvenience to Village residents living 
south of the line; 

� Minimising the inconvenience to businesses south of the line. It 
has been noted that some businesses are unwilling to locate to 
premises in Deanes Close because of the railway. 

THE RAILWAY 

Poor state of repair of Station Road 
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The main actions proposed are, therefore: 

1. Carry out a detailed survey to quantify the delays at the level 
crossing and the frequency of these delays; 

2. Meet with Network Rail to assess how operating arrangements 
can be improved to minimise delays taking into account different 
train speeds and the opening of both sets of barriers etc.; 

3. Press Network Rail to: 

� Improve the reliability of the barriers, particularly those at 
the Stocks Lane crossing, replacing them if necessary; 

� Provide a communications system from the Stocks Lane 
crossing to the Causeway signal box; 

� Improve the surface of the crossings at the very least for 
pedestrians; 

� Consider a system of pedestrian gates as was used 
before the introduction of the barriers. 

4. Carry out a study, and implement if appropriate, for the upgrading 
of Station Road with safe egress to Steventon Hill;

5. In the short term, or if upgrading of Station Road is not possible: 

� Maintain Station Road to a standard at which it can be 
used for emergency vehicles; 

� Investigate, and implement if possible, a system to inform 
emergency vehicles when the barriers are closed. 

A member of the public has volunteered to be the focus for liaison with 
Network Rail over the problems associated with unnecessary delays at the 
level crossings.

A yearly inspection of the roads and pavements etc. in Steventon will be 
carried out by the delegated officers of the Parish Council to identify, with 
photographic evidence: 

� Roads needing repair; 

� Pavements needing repair; 

� Road signs which are obscured by foliage or are likely to 
be in the near future; 

� Street/Road nameplates which are in poor condition and 
require repainting or replacing. 

The Parish Council will then put a report of what needs to be done to the 
appropriate authority and monitor the situation to ensure, as far as possible, 
that the necessary action is taken. 

Further actions which are planned are: 

1. Review the adequacy of the pavements in Steventon and put a 
report to the appropriate authorities to attempt to get any further 
requirements provided; 

2. Through notices in Steventon News etc. encourage residents to 
report poor re-instatement of roads by the utility companies to the 
VOWHDC and notify the Parish Council if remedial action is not 
taken within a reasonable time; 

3. Through notices in Steventon News etc. encourage residents to 
report failed streetlights on 0800 317802 and notify the Parish 
Council if remedial action is not taken within a reasonable time; 

4. Investigate, and if appropriate press the appropriate authorities to 
implement improvements to junctions where HGVs are causing 
damage.

Although there appears to be a wealth of opportunities to cover most needs 
for Education and Leisure Activities there are some gaps which clearly need 
to be addressed. 

The challenges for the Village are, therefore: 

1. Endeavour to address the problem of bored teenagers and give 
them the chance to direct their energy into useful and productive 
activities. This requires leaders and dedication. A culture of `give 
and help` rather than `take and expect everything on a plate` is 
needed but adult patience, finance and facilities are also needed; 

ROADS AND 
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Uneven surface of the Stocks Lane 
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Poorly maintained street names 
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2. Liaise with the School to provide `After School Care` for the 
children of St Michael`s School if there is enough interest and 
suitable staffing arrangements can be made; 

3. Assess the demand for `Holiday Playschemes` and the 
implications of running them. If appropriate set them up. The Vale 
Sports Schemes are well supported in the summer holidays; 

4. In conjunction with `Adult and Community Learning` and/or 
Abingdon College carry out a survey to establish the interest in 
adult learning schemes and set them up, if the demand is great 
enough; 

5. Develop ideas by which the young can benefit the Village. Projects 
might include issues associated with the Copse or litter control, 
helping the elderly with shopping and housework etc; 

6. Look at the gaps in the Village leisure facilities, such as a 
skateboard  park, tennis courts, bowling green etc. and carry out 
surveys to assess the `real` demand. `One year wonders` are not 
worth the investment, in time or money, nor are facilities which are 
easily damaged or expensive to maintain and supervise; 

7. Maintain the playground in an excellent and safe condition 
including improvements to the fence; 

8. Recognise and appreciate the wonderful volunteers that run all the 
Village activities and welcome and utilise new talent which 
emerges; 

9. Encourage and recruit volunteers to take part in some of the 
Village activities which are in need of `new blood`; 

10. Advertise and promote adult education and leisure interest 
courses; 

11. Monitor the arrangements for Secondary Education in Didcot when 
the new school and new housing developments are planned; 

12. Encourage Art, Music and Drama activities in the Village Hall.

There are two main issues to come out of the survey on communications. 
These are to support the Steventon News, and to establish a village website. 
The aim here is to improve and broaden the range of communications. To be 
effective, these two issues need to be co-ordinated so that they are 
complementary and do not compete with each other. The main area where 
competition between the two could be detrimental is in the area of advertising. 
This is the main source of financing at present for the Steventon News, and a 
loss of revenue could have serious implications for its survival. Suggested 
actions are listed below: 

1. Parish Council to take a positive role in supporting the Steventon 
News when required. This may well take the form of assisting the 
present team in finding replacement volunteers when needed, and 
helping find financial assistance when new equipment is needed. 
Also encourage representatives of the Village organisations to 
report regularly on their activities and plans if these affect the 
Village;  

2. Parish Council to form a website sub-committee to oversee the 
design, construction and running of a village website. Ideally a 
group of computer literate volunteers within the village should run 
this with the Parish Council providing support and funding as 
required. There will need to be an official email address and web 
site registered in Parish’s name. It is hoped that local expertise will 
minimise any design and construction costs for the website, but 
there is likely to be some requirements for software to set up and 
maintain it. Like the Steventon News there should be some 
revenue from advertising. Areas that should be included in the 
website are  

� Home page; 

� Parish Council page including, links to minutes of 
previous meetings, parish plan, officers and their 
responsibilities; 

� List of other local organisations; 

� Each organisation to have its own page listing 
officers/contacts and its purpose; 
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� List of local businesses with either their own page or links 
to their own website; 

� About Steventon (background and history); 

� Out and about (details of local cinemas/theatres and links 
to sites); 

� Bulletin board; 

� Bus services and links to timetables from bus companies; 

� Anything else that people want, and are prepared to 
contribute to. 

3. The website subcommittee will need to coordinate a joint 
advertising programme with the Steventon News, in order to 
reduce detrimental competition between the two. It is likely that a 
basic package could include advertising in the Steventon News 
with a mention in the website, and the revenue going to the 
Steventon News. Advertisers would then choose further options as 
required to suit their needs.

The Village Hall with its latest extensions is a significant asset to the people of 
Steventon as it provides an attractive and convenient venue for many Village 
groups and activities. 

With the very recent completion of the Millennium Room, which can hold up to 
60 people, there is the opportunity to accommodate a wider range of 
activities, such as WEA Classes which have been identified in this Parish 
Plan. 

Whilst the present facilities are very good with the wider range of uses for the 
halls a number of additional features would be desirable, such as: 

� An induction loop for the hard of hearing; 

� Baby Change facilities; 

� A fixed audio system; 

� Projection facilities for the wider range of talks for which 
the halls are being used. 

The Plan items for the Village Hall are, therefore, to: 

1. Ensure that the income is adequate to maintain the halls, internally 
and externally, in their present excellent condition; 

2. Improve the acoustics of both halls and ensure that noise carry 
over between the halls does not prejudice using them 
concurrently; 

3. Assess the need to increase the car parking area and implement if 
appropriate; 

4. Generate income that will enable enhancements to be made over 
a period of time; 

5. Make financial provision for the replacement of fixtures and fittings 
as and when required; 

6. Advertise the facility to ensure that it is used as much as ever 
possible; 

7. Maintain a Village Hall Committee with the enthusiasm and 
interest to ensure that the facility continues in its present form 
indefinitely.

It is felt that Steventon has a wide range of facilities and attractions for the 
tourist and the need to expand on these is minimal.

It has, however, been noted that visitors to the Village frequently ask for 
information about Steventon and the Parish Plan, therefore, proposes to 
produce the following leaflets: 

� Walks Around Steventon; 

� The Historic Buildings of Steventon; 

� A Map of Steventon. 

These will be made available at: 

� The Church 

� The pubs and bed and breakfast establishments; 

� Local shops. 

These leaflets will be sold at a nominal charge, to cover printing costs, on an 
`honesty box` arrangement. 
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There is also an excellent book compiled by Mr Arthur Bayliss, entitled `The 
Story of Steventon`, copies of which can be obtained through the Church.

In order to promote democracy in Steventon and at the same time 
demonstrate to the people of the Village that there is democracy the following 
actions should be taken: 

1. Encourage more people with the dedication, time and skills to 
support Village activities and to put themselves forward for 
election. This requires commitment;  

2. Ensure that when the people of the Village are electing individuals 
to important positions they are quite clear about whether those 
concerned meet the requirements of the job; 

3. By advertising in Steventon News, and elsewhere, encourage 
people to attend open committee meetings to make their views 
heard. The Parish Council, for instance, always has a `Public 
Participation Section` at the start of each Meeting; 

4. Where appropriate get more meetings to allow public attendance; 

5. Endeavour to involve the younger children and youths in any 
developments or plans which affect them.

DEMOCRACY 



STEVENTON PARISH PLAN 2004 

27

MISSION STATEMENT

“To help and encourage the 
people of Steventon to produce a 
plan showing how they would like 
their village to develop over the 
next ten to fifteen years, 
particularly with respect to the 
following five principles: 

• Maintaining and encouraging 
the community spirit of the 
village and the many 
organisations  that contribute  
to  it; 

• Retaining and preserving the 
unique character of the 
historic village and its many 
assets; 

• Providing new facilities for the 
benefit of the whole 
community; 

• Identifying, and wherever 
possible, eliminating those 
features of the community, 
such as vandalism, that are 
unacceptable;

• Addressing the implications of 
development and change in 
close proximity to the village”.

MEMBERS 

Michael Howden (Chairman) 

Phil Brew 

Sue Brownless 

Pat Bucklan 

Nancy Ford 

Gill Gay 

Jack Jarvis 

Colin Padgett 

Colin Patching 

Frances Silk 

Margaret Slaymaker 

Bill Temple 

Nick Thompson

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
NAME

THE NAME OF THE ORGANISATION SHALL BE THE STEVENTON PARISH PLAN 

STEERING COMMITTEE, HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE COMMITTEE. 

PURPOSE

The purpose of the committee shall be to act on behalf of the Parish Council to carry out the following tasks:  

1. Investigate and identify support for the Parish Plan. 

2. Identify sources of funding in addition to the Countryside Agency grant. 

3. Take responsibility for planning, budgeting and monitoring expenditure on the plan and 

report back to the Parish Council on these matters.

4. Liaise with relevant authorities and organisations to make the plan as effective as possible.

5. Identify ways of involving the whole community and gather the views and opinions of as 

many groups and organisations in the community as possible. 

6. Determine the types of survey and information gathering to be used. 

7. Be responsible for the analysis of the survey, the production and distribution of the final report.

8. Identify priorities and timescale for local action in the action plan including lead 

organisations and potential sources of project funding. 

9. To report back to the Parish Council on progress, issues arising and outcomes from the exercise.

MEMBERSHIP

1. Nominations for membership of the committee shall be sought by open invitation in the 

Steventon News and by written notice to the village organisations/clubs. 

2. No more than four of these members will be members of the Parish Council. 

3. The committee will be made up of 11 elected or nominated members. 

4. The committee may co-opt additional members at its discretion, so long as the total number of 

co-opted members does not exceed the number of elected members. 

5. A person shall cease to be a member of the committee having notified the chair or secretary in 

writing of his or her wish to resign. 

OFFICERS

1. At the first meeting the committee will elect:  

• A Chairperson; 

• A Secretary/Treasurer. 

• Other committee members as required. 

2. All other committee members should have a specific role, to be agreed by the committee. 

3. Further committee members may be appointed at subsequent meetings where there is an agreed 

requirement.

MEETINGS

1. The committee shall meet every month as a minimum, or as may be required. At least five clear 

days notice of meetings shall be given to members by written notices left at, or sent by post to 

the member's last known address. All notices of committee meetings must detail the matters to 

be discussed. 

2. Every matter shall be determined by a majority of votes of the Committee members present and 

voting. In the case of equality of votes the chair of the meeting shall have a casting vote. 

3. A quorum for a committee meeting shall be a minimum of 6 members. 

4. The secretary shall keep a record of meetings and circulate minutes to members of the 

committee not more than 14 days after each meeting.

WORKING GROUPS

1. The committee may appoint such working groups, as it considers necessary to carry out 

functions specified by the committee. Each working group should have a nominated chair but 

this person does not have to be a member of the steering committee. 

2. Working groups do not have power to authorise expenditure on behalf of the committee.  

3. Working groups will be bound by the terms of reference set out for them by the steering 

group.

FINANCE

1. The treasurer shall keep a clear record of expenditure, where necessary, supported by receipted 

invoices. 

2. Members of the community who are involved as volunteers with any of the working groups may 

claim back any expenditure that was necessarily incurred during the process of producing the 

Parish Plan. This could include postage and stationary, telephone calls, travel costs, childcare costs. 

3. The treasurer will draw up and agree with the committee procedures for volunteers who wish to 

claim expenses and the rates they may claim. 

4. The treasurer will report back to the committee and the Parish Council on planned and actual 

expenditure for the project, and liaise with the Parish Clerk to set up a petty cash system and 

enable cash withdrawals and payment of invoices to be made as required.

CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

1. This constitution may be altered and additional clauses may be added with the consent of two-

thirds of the committee present.

ANNEX A - STEERING COMMITTEE 
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Crime Vandalism and 
Policing 

Colin Padgett 

Traffic, Transport, Roads 
and Footpaths 

Bill Temple

Environment, Services 
and Amenities 

Frances Silk

Education and Leisure 
Facilities 

Nancy Ford

Future Developments
Jack Jarvis

Communications
Phil Brew

• Role of Police/Requirements 
• Neighbourhood Watch Schemes 
• CCTV Systems 

• Volume of Traffic 
• Speed of Traffic, Traffic Calming, Speed Cameras etc 
• Type of Traffic, HGVs etc 
• Road Safety and Pelican Crossings 
• Parking, Double Yellow Lines 
• State/Maintenance of the Roads and Footpaths 
• Steventon Storage Facility 

• Features to be Maintained, Greens, Causeway etc 
• Countryside Issues 
• Services Provided and Reliability 
• New Services Required 
• Shops, Pubs, Libraries etc 
• Refuse Collection, Recycling 
• Pollution, Light, Sound etc 
• Village Hall

• School Facilities 
• New Didcot School 
• Pre-school Facilities 
• Sports Facilities 
• Youth Facilities 
• Village Groups, Maintain Existing and New Ones

• Affordable Housing, Rented Accommodation etc 
• Reservoir, Short Term, Long Term, Planning Gain 
• Land Usage, Development Plan 
• Railway Crossing 
• Tourism

• Village Website 
• Broadband Access 
• Abingdon College Computer Scheme 
• Future of Steventon News

ANNEX B - ISSUES AND WORKING GROUPS 

ANNEX C – QUESTIONNAIRE 1 
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Please tick your 4 most important requirements:

More `affordable` housing

Facilities for the youth of the Village

Other Sports facilities

More shops

Week day activities for the under fives

After school groups

Holiday clubs for school children

Educational groups for the retired/elderly

Pelican crossings etc. to improve road safety

A Village website covering events, Parish Council news etc.

Your ideas for other facilities:

STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

The Parish Plan needs to show how Steventon 
people would like to see their Village develop over 

the next 10 to 15 years. 
Please help by giving  your views on what needs 

to be provided and what issues about the village 
concern you most.

Please tick  4 items which cause you the most problems :

Vandalism and the lack of effective policing

Speed of traffic through the Village

Volume and weight of traffic through the Village

Plans by Thames Water to build a reservoir

Loss of public transport

Poor maintenance of the roads and footpaths

Character of the Village being lost by poor new development

Lack of support for the disabled, elderly or single mothers

Quality of the public services provided

Character of the Village being spoilt by too much street lighting

Other things that concern you:

Please tick your age group:
Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE 
TIME TO ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS

ANNEX D – QUESTIONNAIRE 2 
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Please tick the 8 which you consider are most important.

Flooding everytime we have heavy rain

Lack of footpaths in the Hanney Road

Distance of the shops from the heart of the Village (new Coop)

Delays at the level crossings

Use of drugs and problems with needles

Rubbish and litter, particularly on the playing areas

Misuse of the Copse

Parking at the school

Speed of traffic in The Causeway

Poor response to repairing street lighting

Village is becoming a commuter Village

No Police on patrol in the Village

Not enough social events for all Village people

Proposed extension of railway to 4 lines

Youth boredom leads to problems

Condition of the roads over the level crossings

Lack of bus services to St Michael`s Way

No after school activities

Planning Approvals ignore Village views

STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

Replies to our first Questionnaire have raised a 
number of further problems in the Village which 

people would like to see addressed in the 
Parish Plan

Late evening bus services

Other things that concern you:

Please tick your age group:
Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE 
TIME TO ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS

ANNEX E – QUESTIONNAIRE 3 
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Please tick the 8 which you would most like to have:

Two bedroom apartments for the elderly to buy

A skateboard park for the youth

Youth club run by a Youth Worker

Keep fit classes 

Traffic calming in Hanney Road, The Causeway, High Street

Local MP to hold monthly `surgeries` in the Village

Sports Hall for all ages

Tennis courts

Bowling green

Convert St Michael`s House to a retirement home

Railway station re-opened

Pedestrian crossing by the Village Hall

More smaller (2 bedroom) houses

More social events for Village people to participate in

Facility with pool table for the youth of the Village

Community run bus service (minibus)/affordable taxis 

Area Policeman on patrol in the Village

More Neighbourhood Watch Schemes

CCTV systems to reduce vandalism

STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

Replies to our first Questionnaire have listed a 

number of facilities that the Village people would 

like the Parish Plan to try to provide

A Village Website

More property for rent

Tick this box if you would be prepared to pay higher

Council Tax to provide these facilities

Other things you would like to have:

Please tick your age group:
Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE 

TIME TO ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS
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Based on previous experience and advice from the Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council (ORCC) the Steering Group took the decision that the 
Questionnaires which were to be used for data gathering should be kept as 
simple and short as possible and that space should be left for comments to 
be added. 

It was decided to make the questionnaires anonymous as it was felt this 
would achieve a better response and would also avoid problems with the 
Data Protection Act when computer analysing the results. It was, however, 
decided to ask people to indicate which age group of 4 they fell into. In 
practice only 4 completed questionnaires not showing an age band were 
completed. 

The Steering Committee spent some time assessing what they thought the 
main issues for Village people would be. These were then put into 6 groups 
as the `agendas` for the Working Groups, each led by a member of the 
Steering Committee. 

Following considerable discussion by the Steering Committee it was agreed 
that if people were asked to select which of the items they considered was a 
problem they were likely to select all of them and hence the initial 
questionnaire was designed so that the issues listed could be prioritised by 
the responses. 

Similarly the Steering Committee had identified a number of features that 
they thought the people would like to have and the questionnaire was 
designed so that these could be prioritised. 

The initial questionnaire allowed space for additional concerns and needs to 
be added. 

Comments made on the first questionnaire covered a total of 104 `topic 
areas` and these were used in two ways: 

• Firstly as a basis for designing two further questionnaires; 

• Secondly the Steering Group considered initial responses to the 
issues and then gave them to the Working Groups for detailed 
consideration. 

The strategy of prioritising issues and needs used for the first questionnaire 
was again used. 

The response to questionnaire 1 was a total of 403, this compares with the 
1,189 people on the electoral role, made up as: 

• Under 20 years old    57 

• 21 to 40 years old     76 

• 41 to 60 years old     80 

• Over 60 years old   174 

• Businesses     16 

There were 104 responses to questionnaire 2 and 101 responses to 
questionnaire 3. 

The `Likes and Dislikes` sheets recommended by the ORCC were used at 
the Village Disco and the Church Fete and the results from these matched 
those from the questionnaires.  

As many of the questionnaires, though anonymous, were returned from 
known sources (particular Village groups or events or from the parents of 
school children) it was possible to carry out checks to see if there was any 
evidence that people had completed a number of questionnaires to try to 
reinforce their views. No such evidence was found. 

The responses from the questionnaires were analysed to show the 
percentage of people that regarded the item as one of their highest 
concerns/wants and also to put them into priority order. 

Though clearly some of the concerns/needs rank higher in people`s minds 
than others all of the ones included on the questionnaires got some `votes` 
and all have been considered in this Parish Plan. 

ANNEX F – RESULTS OF THE SURVEYS 
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Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Total

57 76 80 174 16 403
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STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - PERCENTAGE 
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PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE CONSIDERING ITEMS A PROBLEM 
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PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE REQUIRING EXTRA FACILITIES 
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QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - PERCENTAGE SUPPORT 
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RANKING OF THE CONCERNS 
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STEVENTON PARISH PLAN
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PROBLEMS
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RANKING OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTRA FACILITIES 
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STEVENTON PARISH PLAN

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - RANKING OF 
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WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES FOR THE UNDER FIVES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall

AFTER SCHOOL GROUPS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall

HOLIDAY CLUBS FOR CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall

EDUCATIONAL GROUPS FOR THE RETIRED/ELDERLY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall

PELICAN CROSSINGS TO IMPROVE SAFETY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall

A VILLAGE WEB SITE 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Under 20 21 to 40 41 to 60 Over 60 Business Overall



STEVENTON PARISH PLAN 2004 

37

OTHER AREAS OF CONCERN IDENTIFIED 
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OTHER NEW FACILITES IDENTIFIED 
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The approach to tourism in the Local Plan reflects the Vale of White Horse Draft 
Visitor Strategy 1997 which is based on the principle of sustainable 
tourism, i.e. that tourism development should respect the balance 
between the needs of the visitor, the place and the host community and 
economic development objective to promote diversity in the Vale's 
economy. 

While the tourist industry is to be welcomed, the Council recognises that 
there can be environmental costs arising from local pressures created by 
the industry. Problems can include traffic congestion, parking difficulties, 
noise, litter, intrusive advertising and the physical erosion of the 
environment. To avoid such problems, tourism needs to be properly 
managed and directed. Planning policies should be aimed at ensuring 
that the adverse effects of tourism are kept to a minimum. 

Tourist developments are considered no different than planning 
developments. In the countryside, development to meet the needs of 
visitors should respond sensitively to the local environment. 

The balance between the development of tourism, conservation of the 
environment and the community needs is carried forward in the concept of 
sustainable or green tourism which respects the scale and quality of the area and 
seeks to continue most tourism development towards the five main 
settlements.

ANNEX G – VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL TOURISM 
NOTES
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